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''The bases of my program are blood

and fire ... I hate all that is spirit

and humanity.”

ADOLF HITLER

pattern for hate ...

The historic

GERMAN atrocities are not accidental.

They don’t just happen in the course of

war. For over two thousand years ’'atrocities”

have been an intrinsic part of the German
method of waging war. The German people

has always been proud of the sufferings it has

caused to other peoples; German legend and

German literature is filled with praise for those

Germans who have committed savage acts

against non-Germans.

German tradition contains no moral code of

sympathy for misfortune, or mercy for the

weak and helpless. Individual Germans, from

time to time, have raised their voices against

this barbarian concept of life, but such cries

have always been drowned out by the brassy

thunder of German military music. Only for

a few years, after each military defeat, does

the majority of Germans find it useful to quit

boasting about their slaughterings and besti-

alities. Only for the few years needed to breed

and prepare a new German generation of mili-

tary butchers, does the majority of Germans

wear a mask of civilization.

Between wars or, as the Germans themselves

regard such periods, during the years of "prep-

aration”, Germany puts on an act. Like a vau-

deville magician, a constant patter pours out

from German propagandists, while German
scientists amaze and bewilder with fascinating

gestures and elaborate illusions of material

progress. Behind this act, which is neatly calcu-

lated to lull the rest of the world into a coma
of false security, Germany is training twenty-

four hours every day for its next assault.

"The business of Germany is War” has been

a motto proclaimed over and over by Em-
perors, Authors, Generals, and every other

kind of German leader. The truth of that motto

has been written in five hundred years of blood

across the face of Europe.

No other Western nation has, century after

century, followed a deliberate policy of total

warfare against all its neighbors. No other

nation in modern history — with the one ex-

ception of the Japanese — has made torture

and extermination an integral tactic of its mili-

tary strategy. It is impossible for the German
people longer to evade their guilt. They them-

selves have made it plain, not only in publica-

tions over centuries, but in intolerable actions,

twice repeated by German armies within a

single generation.

In World War I, the long lists of German
atrocities committed in Belgium, - in invaded

France, in Rumania and Serbia, were clearly

attested by numerous witnesses. In Belgium,

up to 1917 the American Minister, Mr. Brand

Whitlock, kept a careful record of the bestial

actions of Imperial German Army units which

were condoned by orders from the very high-

est German commanders. Many other wit-

nesses, including the Spanish Minister then in

Brussels, and the Primate of Belgium, the he-

roic Cardinal Mercier, confirmed Mr. Whit-

lock’s accusations. But, even before the Armis-

tice of 19 18, clever German propagandists such

as the shameless Herr George Sylvester Vier-

eck, made use of Americans’ natural reluctance

to believe in the existence of such horrors.

Herr Viereck, and his associates, played so

shrewdly on American naivete, that "Belgian

babies hands” became a synonym for baseless

rumour.

Yet there were — and still are today —
plenty of Belgians, and Frenchmen, arid Cana-

dian and British soldiers and veterans of the
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30th U. S. Infantry Division of 1918, who saw

those mutilated Belgian children; who saw

Canadian soldiers crucified against barn doors.

This time the roll of those who know the

facts about German barbarism will be far

greater, because the Huns have soiled far

greater areas with their butcheries. A whole

continent is ready to bear witness against them,

not from hearsay or from rumour, but from

personal experience and presence during the

actual crimes.

This time German apologists will find few

credulous listeners. The record is too black for

even the thickest whitewash to hide. Yet there

is one method the Germans may adopt to evade

full responsibility as a nation for their crimes.

The Germans may admit all their atrocities—
since they know they cannot deny them. They
may confess, loudly and long, that they are

guilty of every kind of crime against humanity,

and decency and law. They may try to throw

themselves on the mercy of more civilized peo-

ples — since they might gain a benefit.

But the one important fact, we may be sure

they will not admit. They will not admit that

their crimes were part of a concerted plan, a

conspiracy in which all but a mere thimbleful

of Germans were willing instruments, a plan

which had for its aim the destruction of every

nation except the German nation. They will

not admit that to themselves, because if they

did so they would have no hope of mercy left.

They will conceal the knowledge of their own
guilt from themselves as long as possible. But
until the rest of the world makes every Ger-

man recognize his share in this guilt, and his

responsibility as an expectant beneficiary from
this conspiracy, the cure of Germany cannot

begin. Because only with full disclosure of

their past collective and individual crimes, and
the impossibility of their repeating them with-

out suffering immediate punishment, will Eu-
rope be able to go forward, freely, in peace,

and without fear.

The terrifying facts about Germany are:

1 . The theory behind its plan for conquest.

2. The grim tenacity with which this

theory has been pursued for over two
centuries.

There have been other conquering nations,

throughout history. Other nations have, from
time to time, slaughtered, pillaged, tortured,

and laid waste their neighbors. But there has

been no nation, in Europe, which has unremit-

tingly held such a policy as its chief govern-

mental aim. There has been no other nation so

far which has, under various forms of govern-

ment, retained as a theme-song the refrain:

"Tomorrow we will own the World”.

Germany has done just that. Under the Kaiser

the great marching song was "Deutschland,

Deutschland ueber Alles . .
.” "Germany, Ger-

many over All, over All the World . .
.”

Under Herr Adolf Hitler, the great marching

song was the Horst Wessel Lied: "Today, we
own Europe; Tomorrow the whole World”.

The boast of the House of Hohenzollern was
that under every single monarch from 1715

down to Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1915 new ter-

ritories had been added by conquest to the

Prussian or the Imperial German crown. The
Prussians were proud of that record . . . all

the Prussians, the shopkeepers and the ditch-

diggers as well as the landlords and the offi-

cers and soldiers of the Prussian armies. The
Prussian women have been equally, or perhaps

even more vicariously proud of the record. It

has been Prussian women — and after 1900,

nearly all German women — who have in-

stilled the theory of '"Germany over the Whole
World” in each new generation of German
children.

Back in 1916 a German woman in Brusselss

Belgium, told an American: "Of course, we
were sincerely sorry for Belgium, but we feel

it is better for that country to suffer, even to

disappear, than for our German Empire, so

much larger and more important, to be torpe-

poed by our treacherous enemies . .
.”

The official statements of the last German
Emperor and his advisers differ in no impor-

tant particular from the pronouncements of

Adolf Hitler in Mein Kampf, and the scrcech-

ings of Goebbels, Streicher, and the other Nazi
crewmen.

Nearly fifty years ago from Berlin came this:

"Nothing must be settled in this world with-

out the intervention of the German Emperor.
He who listens to public opinion runs a danger
of inflicting immense harm. Remember that the

German people are the Chosen of God!”

And the infamous words of Wilhelm II:

"Might is Right, and is decided by war. War
in itself is a good thing. God will see to it that
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war always recurs. The efforts directed toward

the abolition of war must not only be termed

foolish, but absolutely immoral. The peace of

Europe is only a secondary matter for us Ger-

mans. The sight of suffering does one good;

the infliction of suffering does one more good.

This war must be conducted as ruthlessly as

possible.”

That was an Imperial order from the All-

Highest German War-lord, and the German
Army, the German Navy, and the German peo-

ple obeyed it literally, willingly, and enthusias-

tically from 1914 to 1918.

It was the same Kaiser Wilhelm who pro-

nounced the words echoed by Hitler so often:

"To us Germans, more than any other na-

tion, is entrusted the true structure of human
existence. Our own country, by employing

military power, has attained a degree of Kui-

tur which it could never have reached by

peaceful means. The civilization of mankind

suffers every time a German becomes an Amer-

ican. Let us drop our miserable attempts to

excuse Germany’s actions. We willed it!

"Our might shall create a new law in Eu-

rope. It is Germany that strikes. We are mor-

ally and intellectually superior beyond all com-

parison. We have nothing to apologize for.

It is no consequence whatever if all the monu-
ments ever created, all the pictures ever

painted, all the buildings ever erected by the

greatest architects of the world be destroyed.

THE UGLIEST STONE PLACED TO MARK
THE BURIAL OF A SIMPLE GERMAN
GRENADIER IS A MORE GLORIOUS MON-
UMENT THAN ALL THE CATHEDRALS
OF EUROPE PUT TOGETHER!”
And it was Kaiser Wilhelm who struck the

true German keynote, the idea which Hitler

has merely extended and revoiced.

"They call us barbarians,” said Wilhelm Ho-

henzollern back in 1916, "What of it? We
must fight with Russian beasts, English mer-

cenaries, and Belgian fanatics. Our German
task must be Hatred of all these. We must

have Education for Hate; Organization of

Hate; Education in the desire for Hatred. Let

us abolish unripe and false shame. Let us exalt

Hatred. To us is given faith, hope, and Ha-

tred; but Hatred is the greatest among them.”

That was the voice and the intention of Ger-

many when it launched its first war against

the world.

For fifteen years the voice was quiet. Under
the Weimar Republic Germany was secretly

forging its guns, sharpening its bayonets, pil-

ing up its ammunition, and organizing its hate,

just as the Kaiser had advised. But the Repub-
lic’s officials were not talking ... at least they

were not talking about the "Great German
Destiny”. And because they were silent on
that beloved subject, they were despised by
nearly tfvery German. The energies, the skills,

the organizational talent of the German people

was being gathered quietly, in various disguise

of Athletic Associations, Hiking Clubs, Young
People’s Groups, Voluntary Military Drill

Corps and Shooting Societies.

With the advent of Adolf Hitler, the revival

openly of the German General Staff, all these

activities were co-ordinated and given a com-
mon aim.

First came the perversion of history, even

very recent history.

In 1936, Streicher bellowed:

"The question of who won the war has long

been decided in Germany’s favor . .

And speakers echoed up and down the Ger-

man land, Hitler’s Mein Kampf:
"The great masses do not understand the

mutual handshake of people who declare they

want opposite things. What the masses want is

the victory of the stronger and the annihila-

tion of the weaker or his unconditional sub-

jection.”

"The conviction of the right to employ even

the most brutal weapons is always associated

with fanatical faith in the necessity for a new
and revolutionary transformation of the world.

A movement which does not fight for such high

aims and ideals will never have recourse to ex-

treme means.”

Herr Hitler has not the same clear command
of language as the Kaiser, but the similarity of

meanings is unmistakable.

And by 1939, the new German spokesmen

had achieved complete frankness in their state-

ments:

"All people of German blood, whether they

live in France, Denmark, Poland, or Italy,

must be united in the German Reich. Our
claim includes all Germans in Czechoslovak

Germany, in Alsace-Lorraine, Poland and Aus-

tria. Our life is a struggle for this mighty idea,

— 4—



for a new Germany . .

.

"Only nations with the mental and moral

qualifications, as expressed in their discipline

and organization, to hold firmly in their hands

the complicated apparatus of a modern com-

munity, are entitled to form a State which will

be a front-rank subject of international law.

The States formed by other nations can only

be objects of international law.”

In 1937, from Berlin:

"Only he who is hard enough, who knows

the joys of cruelty, can be historically effective

today.”

To which Hitler added:
MThe bases of my program are blood and

fire ... I hate all that is spirit and humanity.”

All that would be revolting enough even if it

were kept entirely within the German Reich,

and calculated only to appeal to German appe-

tites. But it has never been restricted to Ger-

many alone. Conquest is a commodity for ex-

port, and the Germans enjoy taunting their

prospective victims with reminders of German
unity and superiority. In 1938, in the New
York Staatszeitung, a naturalized American

citizen expressed these sentiments:

"One thing unites us . . . the love, the care,

the anxiety for, and the pride in, Germany:

the land of our fathers. We are pleased with,

and proud of, a strong united Germany, re-

gardless whether under Bismarck, Ebert, Hin-

denburg, or Hitler. We demand the right to

cover up real or alleged faults of the land of

our origin with the cloak of love and of si-

lence.”

That particular German, whose U. S. citizen-

ship meant so little to him, is typical rather of

what the Germans in Germany hoped, than of

what most ex-Germans in America feel. But it

is typically German in its DEMAND to con-

ceal the "real faults of the land of our origin”. It

rightly reflects the people who were described

by one of their own Ministers of State a genera-

tion ago as follows: "A press campaign of four

months will convince the German people of

the rightness of any idiocy you like to suggest.”

Only it is not idiocies that have been suggested

to the German people, but abominable inhu-

manities. And the campaign has not lasted

only for four months, but for four generations.

"You may have begun man

—

but I, Adolf Hitler, will finish himl"
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Biological Warfare

-

Germany vs. Europe

"One of the great mistakes we made
in 1918 was to spare too many civilian

lives.”

GERD VON RUNDSTEDT
Field Marshal

NNIHILATION of whole nations is a

basic part of Germany strategy for world
conquest.

The Nazi Administration in Germany has

developed and utilized that strategy; but it

was not invented by the Nazis. Historically, it

is a strategy as old as warfare itself, but more as

a theory than as a practical achievement. So

seldom has it been accomplished that nearly

every schoolboy can recite the classic examples:

Troy, in the siege celebrated by Homer; Car-

thage in the last Punic War; the Moghul con-

quests in India; and the slaughtering waves of

Mongols under Genghis Khan, and Tamerlane.

But during the past two thousand years in

the Western World, growing respect for de-

cency and humanity prevented any major na-

tion from using annihilation as an avowed in-

strument of policy, until Germany revived its

horrors in World War I.

There are still some Americans who don’t be-

lieve that. There are still some Americans who
find incredible the idea that any human beings

can deliberately plan to commit such horrors

against millions of fellow-humans. Herr Vie-

reck, a quarter century ago, and his successor-

apologists for Germany today, very shrewdly

used this American belief in fundamental .hu-

man decency as a smoke cloud to hide the real

facts of German perversion of human nature.

It is a fact that in no other army, besides the

German Army — whether Imperial or Nazi —
could officers be found to issue orders such as

those contained in this volume. Not one officer

in the thousands of the U. S. Army, the British

Army, the French Army would permit, much
less command such acts. Nor would enlisted

personnel of any of those armies obey such

orders. Yet the record is very clear, and mil-

lions of living witnesses can testify to the fact

that these acts have been ordered by German
officers throughout Europe and that their or-

ders have been obeyed without reluctance and
without any criticism from any civilian group
in Germany.

That annihilation of foreign nations is one

of these basic German atrocities is a well-docu-

mented fact. It is stated as a necessary precept

by all German military writers from von
Clausewitz down to the geopolitician Haus-

hofer. It is excused and explained by that

strange breed of writers, known only to Ger-

many, the military philosopher such as Fichte.

But most important of all it is specifically or-

dered by the All Highest German Warlords

themselves: Wilhelm II, and Hitler.

In 1914, the Kaiser authorized this:

"The Belgians should not be shot dead.

They should merely be left so as to make im-

possible all hope of recovery. The troops are

to treat the Belgian civil population with un-

relenting severity and frightfulness. Weak
nations have not the same right to live as

powerful nations. The World has no longer

need of little nationalities. We Germans need

to enlarge our possessions; such territorial

acquisitions we can only realize at the cost

of other states.”

In 1941, Hitler’s Chief of Staff, General Field

Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt laid down this:

"The total destruction of"our neighbor na-

tions, as well as the destruction of their

wealth is necessary for our victory. One of

the great mistakes we made in 1918 was to

spare too many civilian lives in enemy coun-

tries, for we Germans must always have a

population at least twice as large as the com-

bined populations of the countries bordering
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on Greater Germany. Therefore we are forced

to destroy at least a third of the inhabitants of

all our neighbor countries. The only method

to do so is by organized starvation, which in

this case is far superior to the use of machine

guns, for there are limits to, and disadvan-

tages in, executions which do not exist when
famine is used, particularly with regard to

the younger generations.”

To the rest of the world biological warfare

—

the blotting out of whole nations, the preven-

tion of reproduction in entire peoples— is a

revolting, an almost incredible crime.

To the Germans, who in overwhelming ma-
jority have obeyed both Kaiser Wilhelm II,

and Adolf Hitler, such atrocities are merely

necessary acts on the road to an eventual Ger-

man world; whether that world follows War
III, or War IV, or War V.

In the German view War I was really only

dress rehearsal; although it did succeed in

weakening Belgium and France, through the

loss of some two million of the healthiest young
men, who should have fathered children in

those countries.

War II has been an actual performance. The
basic theory of annihilation has been put into

practical use, and to a considerable extent with
marked success.

Americans will fail utterly to learn the les-

son of War II if they look at the German anni-

hilation policy emotionally. It must be studied

coldly; just as coldly as it was conceived and
executed by the Germans themselves.

The German annihilation plan had two
stages: First, the complete destruction of the

Jews in Europe, to be carried out in Germany,
and then in the various countries overrun by
Germany. Since the Jews were a fairly distinct

and always a small minority in each country,

this project was fairly easy to accomplish.

The second stage was an experiment in the

destruction* of a nation, unified and defended
by its own government on its own soil. That
was Poland, which contained thirty-five mil-

lion citizens in 1939; just about one-half the

number of Germans in the Reich. Here, too, in

spite of the obviously greater difficulties, the

German annihilation plan has not been a

failure.

These are the two total examples of the Ger-
man plan, where there has been no outside in-

terference with its progress. They are the two

cases which must be studied most carefully, be-

cause they are the precedents on which Ger-

many based her biological campaigns in the

other countries — only partially overrun; and,

likewise, they are the experience on which

Germany plans to base her third try for total

World Dominion.

From 1939 on, this German purpose never

altered:

1. Extermination of the Jews;

2. Destruction of the Polish nation;

3. Reduction of other European popula-

tions by one-third in each country.

Only the methods used to achieve the pur-

pose were changed, intensified, as time grew
short and the original methods proved too slow

to keep up with the pace of military necessities.

Beginning in 1933 the first stage was a purely

domestic project: the extermination of the Jews
was planned through a carefully calculated pro-

gram of gathering into concentration camps;

systematic sterilization of all of reproductive

age; and a steady weakening of the prisoners

by insufficient food, and a pitiless regime of

overwork, absence of medical care, lack of shel-

ter and of even rudimentary sanitation. Mob
massacres and tortures were, in this initial

phase, only incidental to the basic purpose.

Some tens of thousands were killed and died

of this mistreatment, and some hundreds of

thousands of sterilizations were inflicted, but

it was apparent even before military operations

started that starvation and sterilization was

going to be too slow a process to achieve the

desired results in the time scheduled. For one

thing, there was a serious shortage of doctors

due to the removal of all Jewish physicians

from the German community. The necessity of

protecting public health left few available for

the performance of sterilizations.

For another thing, a thing that seemed in-

credible to the Germans, the doomed and

starved and tortured clung to life with an amaz-

ing and very irritating persistence. The process

had to be speeded up; and mass-slaughter by

firing squad was ordered. To save as much la-

bor as possible the victims were forced to dig

their own graves before martyrdom, and steam

shovel-scrapers provided speedy funerals. But

even this mass-machine gunning took consider-

able time; and the disposal of corpses hex. i me



an annoyance in regions near concentration

camps. With the military program in full

swing, and with a military defeat evident after

the failure of the Russian venture and the entry

of the United States into the war, speed was of

the first necessity. Europe must be weakened
for Germany’s Third War. This final phase

brought about the gas chambers, the lethal

vans, the immense furnaces for burning bodies,

all the hellish paraphernalia which the German
Army, the German Gestapo, and the German
people planted in the lands they had oppressed.

The results to July, 1944, were:
Jews ...

Total in Europe, 1939 8,939.608*

KILLED, 1939-1944 5,925,550#

Poles . . .

Total population, 1939 34,775,698*

KILLED or LOST 1 0,750,000

Polish figures include all religions.

Not all the Poles murdered or killed in battle

or by slow methods lost their lives at German
hands. Nevertheless, their liquidation served

the German purpose of reducing Poland’s pop-

ulation by at least one-third.

* World Almanac, 1944 .

# World Jewish Congress estimate, Sept. 1944.

As Hitler sowed .

Poland was the laboratory in which the

theory of biological warfare was tested under

conditions of perfect experimental control. The
lessons learned in German concentration camps

as to sterilizations were put into practise imme-
diately. Poland was occupied. The starvation

program was instituted along with the German
military Government. On a basis of a suffi-.

ciency diet of 7 5 pounds of foodstuffs, Germans

were allotted 100 pounds; Poles 50 pounds;

Jews 25 pounds.

In this connection it is significant to recall

that in 1919, when Allied troops occupied Ger-

many during the blockade, which was main-

tained as a lever to force German signatures to

the Peace Treaty, Allied Commanders forced

the breaking of the blockade on foodstuffs for

the German people. In the words of one Gen-

eral: "I cannot answer for the discipline of my
command unless the German population is pro-

vided with adequate rations. Our men are giv-

ing away their own food to the German peo-

ple.” Those Allies were Americans, British, and

French soldiers. No such incident has taken

place in any country where German soldiers

have been in power.

So shall Hitler reap!
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Nazi Slaughter

Pens for Europe . .

.

Facts of Dachau — Os-

wiecim — Maidanek —
Sobibur — Tremblinka

C oncentration camps were the first

step the Germans took in their route to-

ward dominating Europe through World War
II.

These camps were never, as some naive ob-

servers thought, simply a gangster expression

of cruelty. There was plenty of cruelty because

without the self-training in cruelty which has

been given the German nation there would not

have been enough guards and executioners for

such places. But the cruelty was incidental to a

much more sinister purpose, — the discovery of

the most efficient method of eliminating large

groups of human beings.

In the beginning, the camps established in-

' side Germany, and later in Austria and Czecho-

slovakia, as those nations were obliterated, were
used for two purposes. The first was to round
up all independent thinkers capable of demo-
cratic leadership and likewise all adherents of

rival totalitarian ideologies. These persons had
to be disposed of, in order to clear the way for

the new kind of absolute rule which the Nazi
Party intended to impose on Germany and then
extend through the world. The second purpose
of the camps — and second only in the ease

with which it could be accomplished, was the

concentration of all European Jews into con-

venient areas for extermination.

The cold-blooded purpose behind these

camps has too often been obscured by the hor-

ror inspired from the reports of how they ac-
*

complished their purpose. Actually, the purpose
itself is more revolting than the whole total of

its ghastly detail.

Thousands of books could be, and probably
will be, written to describe the whole sweep of

the German mass-execution system. Each of the

25 to 30 million victims of Germany’s assault

on humanity might be made the central figure

of a major tragedy. In fact, each victim is the

central figure of the tragedy, not only because

of what was done to him or her, but because

tomorrow or some other year, some other

group, in Germany or elsewhere, may try these

very methods once again for the same purpose.

The poisonous ambitions Germany has

injected into the minds of evil men will

not disappear on V-Day, or any other

day for many long years to come. The
system Germany designed to crush all

opposition can be easily adopted by any
nation which is infected with the ancient

lust to dominate the world.

Individual Germans were the first victims of

Germany. This is natural because the first op-

ponent which had to be overcome by the Ger-

man slave-theory was individualism itself. In

Germany, the drive against individualism was

about 100% successful. Into the concentration

camps were herded all the leaders of the politi-

cal parties opposing National Socialism. Be-

tween 1933 and 1939 these leaders, not onl\

in Germany, but in Austria and Czechoslovakia

as well, were either killed or broken mentally

and physically. The exact figures are not avail-

able, of course, since leadership is an individual

and fluid thing, but the absolute absence of any

effective anti-Nazi underground of any kind in

Germany tells how completely all opposition

was erased, or rendered impotent.

As to the Jews in Germany, in 1939 there

were still 215,000. Of these less than 5000 sur-

vived into 1944. Most of the 210,000 missing

must be counted as dead.

In every country occupied by Germany there

were local executions, obliterations of whole
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villages and sections and other not unfamiliar

phenomena of total war. The new device de-

veloped by the Germans has been the slaughter

camps, located strategically in occupied terri-

tory, with special emphasis on Poland. To
these, from all over Europe, human beings were

brought, with far less attention to their neces-

sities en route than is given cattle going to Chi-

cago’s stock yards.

The immense strain, put on already overbur-

dened transportation lines, of conveying these

victims from their place of residence or capture

to the execution spots, indicates that this pro-

gram was considered by the highly efficient

German General Staff officers to be a major

contribution to Germany’s war purpose. Other-

wise, they would never have permitted such

use of hundreds of freight cars, scores of en-

gines, and thousands of tons of vital fuel. Nor
would they have cluttered up the rail lines

leading to the front — lines over which muni-

tions and supplies had constantly to move, with

these cargoes of the condemned.

Just how many of these camps there were has

not yet been determined. In a sense everyone of

the ghettoes established by the Germans was a

temporary concentration camp for the exclusive

use of Jews until that ghetto’s inhabitants could

be wiped out. That was the case with the "War-

saw Ghetto, the greatest of them all. But the

regularly established camps, such as those at

Oswiecim, Maidanek, and elsewhere bore an
entirely different aspect. These were not tem-

porary. The ones that have been examined show
every indication of having been laid out for use

over a considerable period of years; as though
the German plan contemplated a continuing ne-

cessity for mass-murder throughout more than

one generation.

Naturally there is a similarity in all these

camps. There is a similarity in the fate of all

who enter them. It is all impersonal in the

strictest German tradition. But the sufferings of

each victim belong to that victim alone. The
mass does not bear the torture; only one body
can do that. Suffering is individual. From four

to six million individuals suffered and died in

these camps.

In most camps everybody suffers from per-

manent hunger. Even those who can withstand

the heavy work, the lack of sleep, the illtreat-

ment and the insufficient food, lose forty to

sixty pounds in three months. In most camps

the entire population dies out four times each

year. Some camps have crematoriums with four

ovens that are kept busy day and night.

Each prisoner who happens to notice an in-

fringement of the many rules must report this

immediately to the SS. If he neglects to do so,

he is as liable to punishment as the transgressor.

Every one is police officer and stool pigeon.

This is how National-Socialist morale is taught.

The center of each concentration camp is a

large prison building. Whoever is taken inside

the building is
M
fertig gemacht” (this means,

tortured to death) within a few days. In the

Mauthausen camp there was a German com-

mandant named Etlinger, who made quite a

reputation for himself because he managed to

have his prisoners "fertig gemacht” in one sin-

gle day. Etlinger last headed the concentration

camp at Vught, in Holland.

Each concentration camp also has a

"pole". A prisoner's hands are tied be-

hind his back, he is placed on a table

against the pole and his wrists are fast-

ened to the pole with a belt. Then the

table is pulled away. By the fall the arms
are jerked up and the shoulders dislo-

cated. The victim hangs and remains

hanging. In Dachau seventeen men were
left like this for two hours. Yet, two of

them were still alive. The others, of

course, were "unhealthy or weakly
people". For such, there is no place in

National-Socialist society.

Sachsenhausen concentration camp
was located in the former Olympic vil-

lage of that name. Where once sport-lov-

ing youths from all over the world com-
peted for honor and glory, the children of

French, Czech, Polish and Russian moth-
ers are crushed under the Nazi heel. At
this camp the authorities solved the

overpopulation problem in a very simple

manner. "Whoever is ill gets a cyanide
injection. Twice a week the camp phy-

sician makes his inspection through the

hospital barracks. He points out some
fifty patients. Fifteen minutes later they
are taken to the operating room. The
physician and his helpers do their work;
then the patients' identification cards
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are removed. And somewhere in a vil-

lage in Czecho-Slovakia or in some
French city there is a woman who
cannot answer her children when they

ask why daddy does not write any

more."

Soon after their occupation of Poland the

Nazis established a concentration camp in the

sandy hills near Malkinia to which they exiled

Poles guilty of various administrative offenses.

Tremblinka, as this camp was called, rapidly

become notorious for the severity of its regime.

Its regulations, like those of Oswiecim, pro-

vided for an extensive punishment for infrac-

tions of camp rules and "improper behavior”,

ranging from imprisonment in a dark cell to

execution by shooting.

In March 1942, the Germans constructed a

new camp in the neighborhood, calling it

Tremblinka B, in distinction from Tremblinka

A. The Tremblinka B was the greatest "death

camp” for the Jews.

The peculiar feature of Tremblinka was the

great chambers connected by numerous pipes

with the steam and engine room. The steam

was ejected from these pipes into the rooms

through specially constructed openings.

The trains packed full of Jewish victims

were rapidly unloaded as they reached Trem-

blinka. Those who survived the journey were

ordered to form into lines, and the corpses of

those who had died of suffocation and hunger

were thrown on the loading platforms after

careful check to determine that no one feigned

death. The Nazi whips flew freely, destroying

the last spark of resistance in the unfortunate

survivors.

A large poster reassured the depor-

tees: "Do not fear. You are all going East

to work. The men will work, the women
will take care of their households." It

further explained the need for disinfec-

tion and delousing by a general bath.

Last Road to Death
The semi-conscious victims were now or-

dered to strip for the baths. The whistling and

cracking of the whips became even louder, re-

inforced by the curses and abuse of the SS men,

as the victims were hurriedly pushed into the

chambers. At the entrance, the director of the

camp, a notorious sadist, SS Captain Sauer,

personally drove the women and children to

their death with the aid of a leather whip.

The floors of the chambers were slippery;

the bare feet found no hold. Men and women
stumbled and fell, and were unable to rise be-

cause the pressure behind them piled more and

more people over them until the human mass
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NAZI DEATH PARADE

Drawn by A. M. Froehlich

1. From all over occupied Europe human freight is brought to the concentration camps for annihilation. 2. They undress for o delousing bath

Their clothes are stolen, shipped to Germany. 3. The soothing bath is merely to open their pores for quicker poisoning 4. They ore e.t r

into a chamber which is suddenly sealed. "Zyklon" gas asphyxiates them. 5. The Nazis salvoge the victims' gold teeth 6. The bodies <?.<

mated by the hundreds of thousands in rows of German built murder ovens. The ashes are sold for fertilizer use.
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reached the ceiling. The remaining children

were thrown in over the heads of the struggling

mass of crushed human beings. Finally, the

doors of the chamber were sealed hermetically.

Steam filled the chamber, hastening the proc-

ess of asphyxiation, and putting an end to the

intolerable agony of the victims.

The Grave Diggers
When all were dead, the doors of the cham-

bers were opened. The Jewish boys were now
forced to work as grave diggers, bring buckets

of cold water, without which it was impossible

to separate the corpses. The whips of the SS

men hastened the work of emptying the cham-

bers.

The Jewish gravediggers, numbed with pain

and despair, proceeded stumblingly to separate

the bodies, tying them in pairs by the hands

with trouser belts, then carrying them to the

enormous pits dug in the earth.

The life of a gravedigger in Tremblinka was
not a long one. At the utmost, it lasted two
weeks. When the boys were unable to continue

any longer with their gruesome task, Sauer

himself ordered them to line up, facing the

open grave, and ended their suffering with

well-aimed bullets.

The Hell of Oswiecim
*The Oswiecim camp is completely isolated.

The peasants of all the villages and farms

within a radius of four miles have been evacu-

ated and their houses destroyed. The camp is

surrounded by barbed wire and guarded by fre-

quent sentry posts. Numerous machine-gun tur-

rets have been built around the camp. At night

these turrets are continually flashing search-

light beams in all directions. It is practically

impossible to escape from Oswiecim; since the

camp has been in existence, only, two or three

inmates succeeded in escaping.

The camp is guarded by Gestapo policemen,

mostly "Volksdeutsche” from Silesia. They all

know Polish, and are brutal and cruel in the

extreme. From January, 1940, to the spring of

1941 the famous prize-fighter, Max Schmeling,
was in command of the camp. Some claims have
been made that conditions in the camp were
somewhat better during the period of his rule,

but that is far from unanimous; other quarters
accuse Schmeling of carrying out several par-
ticularly cruel disciplinary measures. The local

* From Poland Fights, June 30, 1942.

physician, Doring (spelling uncertain), who had

previously been an inmate himself, also wields

great authority.

The camp is equipped to hold a maximum of

12,000 inmates. In reality, there are many more.

At one time it held over thirty thousand pris-

oners.

Most of the inmates are Poles, but there are

also many others, from various areas under

Nazi rule. There are many Czechs and Aus-

trians, and even Germans from the Reich have

been brought to Oswiecim.

The sentences of the inmates never specify

a definite period of imprisonment. People are

sent there for indefinite terms, and their re-

lease is left to the discretion of the police and

camp authorities. Before being granted free-

dom, an inmate must pledge himself in writ-

ing to maintain absolute silence with regard to

his camp experiences.

The men who had been freed were so

gravely ill that many of them died soon

after their release.

Lublin: The Great Annihilator
At the end of 1940 some SS troops and sur-

veyors with measuring chains came to a vast

open space stretching to the right of the Chelm

highway, two kilometers from the town of

Lublin in Poland. A few days later practically

the whole field, a huge area of 25 square kilo-

meters, had been measured off. According to

plans drawn up in the offices of the Gestapo,

this area was divided in 16 large squares, in

each of which 20 identical rectangles were in-

dicated. The rectangles represented hutments,

the squares were called fields or sectors, sur-

rounded on all sides by barbed wire. The Ge-

stapo had ordered the construction of this con-

centration camp of unprecedented dimensions,

to be modeled on the notorious camp at Dachau
in Germany but to exceed it several times over

in size.

The number of workers grew steadily. In

the wake of Poles and Russians arrived large

contingents of Czech and Polish political pris-

oners and groups transferred from other camps

where for the most part they had been con-

fined since 1933. In the autumn of 1941 the

first 2,000 Jews rounded up in the Lublin

ghetto arrived. These were followed in Decem-

ber, 1941, by 700 Poles from Lublin Castle.

Then came 400 Polish peasants who had fallen
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behind in payment of taxes to the Germans. In

April, 1942, 12,000 persons arrived. Jews and

political prisoners arrived from Slovakia. All

through May contingent after contingent was

brought in from Czechia, Austria and Ger-

many. All this time construction work pro-

ceeded at a high pitch of intensity and by May
1 the second, third and fourth hutments were

completely. They were calculated to accommo-
date 40,000 persons.

Here the Germans built the largest

"death factory" in Europe, the purpose
of which was to annihilate the largest

number of war prisoners and political

prisoners as simply, expeditiously and
economically as possible.

We are familiar with the institutions in Sa-

bibur and Bezhetsa, where the doomed victims

were brought by a narrow gauge railway to a

deserted field in a remote spot, and there shot

and cremated. We are familiar with the camps
in Dachau and Oswiecim and the "Gross Laza-

ret” in Slavuta where war prisoners were grad-

ually exterminated by maltreatment, starvation

and disease.

All these elements were combined in the

Lublin annihilation camp. Here in the hutments

lived tens of thousands of prisoners who were

constantly building, rebuilding and perfecting

their prison. Here there were thousands of war
prisoners who from the autumn of 1942 were

not allowed to work and were put on an even

smaller ration than the other prisoners and who
died at a terrible rate from hunger and disease.

Here there were fields where thou-

sands and tens of thousands of persons

were burned on funeral pyres or in fur-

naces after having been kept in the camp
for only a few hours or days, depending
on the size of the contingent— just long

enough to be searched and stripped

naked. Here there were types of "mur-
der vans," as well as solidly built con-

crete casemates where victims were as-

phyxiated by "zyklon" gas. Here bodies
were burned in ihe most primitive meth-
od of ancient India; a row of logs and a
row of corpses, then another row of logs

and another row of corpses; but also in

simply constructed furnaces shaped like

large cauldrons, as well as in perfected
furnaces for blitz cremation. Here

people were shot in ditches or killed

with a blow of an iron rod which broke
their necks. Here people were drowned
in artificial ponds or hanged on gallows
of different types, from a simple gibbet
with a crossbar to an up-to-date por-

table scaffold furnished with pulleys and
a flywheel.

This was a regular death factory where the

size of the daily slaughterings was regulated

by two factors: by the number of people enter-

ing the camp and by the amount of labor power
needed for the never-ending construction work.

(Altogether the camp functioned for

over three years. When the Red Army came

to Lublin it found in the camp only a few
hundred. According to statements of uit-

nesses, when the Red Army was approach-

ing Kovel the Germans evacuated from
the camp 12,000 to 16,000 ftrisoners. The
average number of prisoners in the camp
in 1943 as revealed by the daily records of

the administration was about 40.000.)

During May, 1942, more large contingents

of Jews from Lublin and the surrounding glu t
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tos began to arrive. In the summer another

18,000 were brought in from Slovakia and

Czechia. In July, 1942, the first party of Poles

accused of guerrilla activities arrived. There

were 1,500 in this first batch alone. That same

month a large contingent of political prisoners

came from Germany. In December, 1942, sev-

eral thousand Jews and Greeks were transferred

to the Lublin camp from the camp in Oswiecim

near Cracow. On January 17, 1943, 1,500 Po-

lish men and 400 Polish women arrived from

Warsaw. On February 2, 1943, 950 Poles came
from Lvov and 4,000 Poles and Ukrainians

from Taloma and Tarnapol. In May, 1943, a

contingent of 60,000 arrived from the Warsaw
ghetto.

All through the summer and autumn of 1943,

at intervals of a few days, fresh transports —
not one of them consisting of less than a thou-

sand persons — poured in from all the princi-

pal German camps: Sachsenhausen, Dachau,

Flossenburg, Neuhammer, Grossenrosen and
Buchenwald.

It was at once recognizable where the

newcomers were from; each camp had
its own distinguishing marks. At Os-
wiecim, for example, it was the custom
to shave the heads of all prisoners in-

cluding women and not to hang their

identification number from their necks,

but to brand it into their hands. Arrivals

from Buchenwald could not stand sun-

light. In a branch of that camp called

"Dora" there was an underground fac-

tory where the notorious secret weapon,
the V-l robot bomb, was made. Only
Slavs, chiefly Poles and Russians, were
employed there. They were never al-

lowed up to the surface, and after six

months of work underground their sight

became so feeble that the Germans sent
them in batches to the annihilation camp
in Lublin

.

The largest proportion of those who met
their death in the camp were Poles.

Next to the Poles came large numbers of

Russians and Ukrainians. Equally immense was
the number of Jews who were brought to the

camp to 'be exterminated, literally from all

countries of Europe — from Poland to Hol-

land. Then come impressive figures of French-

men, Italians, Dutch and Greeks, each number-

ing several thousand. Less, but nevertheless

substantial, were the numbers of Belgians,

Serbs, Croats, Hungarians and Spaniards (the

latter evidently from among the Republicans

who were seized in France). Furthermore,

among the personal papers of the victims were
found some belonging to the most varied na-

tionalities: Norwegians, Swiss, Turks and even

Chinese.

Gruesome Documents
In one of the rooms of the camp offices —

the floor of which is literally carpeted with

documents, passports and identification papers

of the victims — in the course of ten minutes

I picked up at random papers belonging to the

nationals of practically every country in Eu-

rope. There was the passport of Sofia Dusevich,

of the village of Konstantinovka, Kiev Region,

a Ukrainian working woman born in 1917; a

passport stamped "Republique Francaise,” Eu-

gene Durame, French metal worker, born in

Havre, September 22, 1888; a certificate issued

by an elementary school in Banja, Luka Adralo

Zunic, Moslem, with the mark "Dobar” (good)

for "conduct in natural science and penman-

ship”; a passport issued January 2, 1941, in

Croatis to Jatiranovik, born in Zagreb; a pass-

port of Jakob Borghardt, born in Rotterdam,

November 10, 1918; identification paper of

Eduard Allredsak, born 1914, in Milan at No.

29 Via Plimo, "height 175 centimeters, stout

build, no distinguishing marks”; identification

paper No. 8544 issued to a Greek named Sava-

ranti, of Crete; a German passport issued to

Ferdinand Lotmann, an engineer from Berlin,

born August 19, 1872; a labor book stamped

"General Government” belonging to Zygmunt
Remak, a Polish worker born March 20, 1924

in Cracow; a Chinese document with a photo-

graph and hieroglyphics which I could not de-

cipher.

Here were documents smeared with
blood and stained by water, torn in

halves and trampled underfoot. This

gruesome pile of documents was a grave
mound of the whole of Europe com-
pressed within four walls.

It is hard even to foretell what a nightmare

of details will be revealed by a thorough study

of these documents and examination of numer-

ous witnesses. Maybe the fate will be revealed

of some of the greatest men in Europe who have
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disappeared during the years of German rule.

What Happened to Leon Blum?
Two Lublin engineers who were employed in

the camp as hired civilian experts when the

drainage system was being installed, a Russian

named Pyotr Denisov and a Pole named
Claudius Jelinski, told that in May, 1943, they

met in the building yard of the camp of Lublin

a Jew whom they both knew.

He pointed out to them a decrepit old

man who was carrying planks and asked,

"Do you know who that old fellow is?

That's Leon Blum."

Seeing there were no SS men nearby,

the two engineers approached the old

man and the following conversation took

place:

"Are you Leon Blum?" Denisov asked.

"Yes, I am."
"Prime Minister of France?"
"Yes."

"How did you get here?"
"I was brought here with the last

batch of French prisoners."

"Why didn't you try to escape in

France? Surely you could have done so,

couldn't you?" asked Denisov.

"Perhaps I could, I don't know; but I

decided to share the fate of my people,"
Leon Blum replied and his eyes filled with
tears.

At this juncture some SS men appeared
on the scene. Blum and another man
hastily lifted a heavy plank and moved
away. After taking a few paces he
stumbled and fell. One of the prisoners
helped him rise to his feet. He lifted the
plank again and tottered away.
A week elapsed before Denisov and

Jelinski visited the building yard again.

They again saw the man who had pointed
out Leon Blum to them and asked where

he was now.
He replied laconically, "Where I'll be

myself soon," and pointed to the sky.

The camp is a large town, which could ac-

commodate tens of thousands of people. You
drive through a gateway in a barbed wire fence,

past rows of neat huts with trim front gardens

in which stand rustic armchairs and benches.

These were quarters of SS guards and officers.

Nearby is the "Soldatenheim”, a smallish

hut which served as a brothel for the guards.

Women were selected exclusively from the

prisoners and as soon as any one of them be-

came pregnant she was sent to be annihilated.

Then came the sheds in which the clothing

taken from prisoners was disinfected. The dis-

infecting substance was sprayed through pipes

which ran through the roofs and ceilings.

But we open a door and find ourselves in

another disinfecting chamber which is built on

an entirely different principle. It is a square

room, a little over seven feet high and roughly

20 feet long and as many wide. The walls,

ceiling and floor are all built of solid gray

concrete. There are no shelves for clothes here.

The room is absolutely bare. A single large

steel door hermetically closes the entrance to

the chamber. It can be fastened from the outside

by an impressive steel bar. In the walls of this

concrete vault are three openings. In two of

them pipes are fitted; the third is a spy hole, a

small square window barred on the inside by a

stout steel grid. A thick panel of glass covers

the outer side which is in another and smaller

room, also built of concrete. Here there is an

electric switch. And here too stand several cyl-

indrical tins marked "Zyklon” and in smaller

letters "for special use in Eastern regions.” The
contents of these tins was poured through the

pipes into the chamber next door after it had
been filled with people.

The people were stripped naked be-

Prisoners living like animals in filthy quarters—punished hours—and, after being gassed, carted to the crematory
at the post by being strung up by the arms for two for typical Nazi disposition.

Drawings by JOHN GROTH from "Camp of Disappearing Men' ( Polan.i Ptyhv ,
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fore they were pushed into the room,

and they were packed so tight that 250

persons could be jammed in at one time.

The steel door was closed upon them and

its edges sealed with clay. Then specially

trained operators wearing gas masks
poured the "zyklon" out of the cylindri-

cal tins into the chamber. The small blu-

ish innocent-looking crystals, on contact

with the oxygen of the air, immediately

began to generate poisonous gases which
simultaneously affect all centers of the

human organism.

An SS man of the commanding squad
turned on a switch in the next room illu-

minating the poison chamber and
through the spy hole watched all stages

of the asphyxiation, which according to

various witnesses lasted from two to 10

minutes. He could safely watch the ac-

tion of the gases and the faces of the
dying.

A few hundred paces away is a vacant site

where, judging by all the signs, some sort of

structure once stood. And indeed, until the

autumn of 1943 there was a crematorium here.

* Built primitively, its capacity was too small and

in fact far below the capacity of the well-con-

ceived and perfected gas chamber.

In other words, the crematorium could
not incinerate more than 750 bodies per
day, whereas the gas chamber could
dispose of about 300 persons per day,
even with one "gassing", as they called it

here.

Consequently, before the new crema-
torium was built, on days when large
numbers of persons were exterminated,
part of the bodies were removed in

trucks to a field outside the camp and
there buried.

In the middle of an empty field a tall square

brick smokestack rises from a low rectangular

brick building. This is the crematorium. It has

been preserved intact, just as it was built.

A little farther on are the remains of a large

brick structure. In the few hours that elapsed

from the time the news was received that the

Red Army had broken through and the time

the troops arrived, the German camp personnel

tried to obliterate the traces of their crimes.

They had no time to blow up the crematorium,

but they set fire to the auxiliary building. Nev-

ertheless, all evidences remain. The air is filled

with an overpowering stench of decaying

bodies.

The auxiliary building of the crematorium

consists of three principal chambers. One of

them is filled with semi-charred clothing. These

were clothes belonging to the last contingent

of victims and had not yet been removed. Of

the next chamber, only part of one wall remains

standing. Into this wall are fitted several pipes

smaller in diameter than those we saw in the

gas chamber. This was also a gas chamber in

which asphyxiation was also practiced (whether

with "zyklon” or- some other gas is not yet

certain)

.

On days when the slaughter was un-

usually heavy and the main gas chamber
could not cope with the job, the extra

victims were brought here to be gassed.

The third and largest chamber was evi-

dently where the corpses were stacked,

awaiting their turn to be incinerated.

The entire floor is covered with charred
skeletons, skulls and bones. This was not
the result of deliberate cremation, but
of the fire; when the Germans set fire

to the third chamber the bodies lying

in it were burned. There may have been
scores of them, or hundreds, it is hard to

say — for it is impossible to count this

inextricable mixture of charred bones
and fragments of scorched flesh.

It is only a few steps to the crematorium it-

self; a large rectangular building, built of

highly resistant firebrick. It contains five thick

round, hermetically-closing iron doors. Each

furnace was built to accommodate six bodies.

If the six bodies would not fit into the crema-

torium the operators hacked off the protruding

parts of the body, an arm, a leg or a head, and

then hermetically closed the door.

Originally they incinerated a corpse in 45

minutes, but gradually by raising the tempera-

ture in the furnaces the Germans doubled the

handling capacity of the crematorium and in-

cinerating process; instead of 45 minutes they

took 25 and even less.

If we reckon on an average that each
batch of bodies took half an hour to cre-

mate, and if we bear in mind, as is gen-
erally testified, that since the autumn
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of 1943 smoke poured from the crema-
torium chimney-stack incessantly, day
and night, we may conclude that the
total capacity of the crematorium was
1,400 bodies per day.

Beyond the camp there is another block

which had not yet been built up. Inside the

barbed-wire fence which surrounds it there are

only brick foundations on which walls have not

been erected. Only one shed was completed, in

which no bunks were fitted. Nobody lived in

it, but it remains perhaps the most gruesome
evidence of what went on in the camp. This
shed, several meters long and wide, is half

filled to a height of over two meters through-

out its length and breadth with the footwear of

people who were executed here in these three

years. How many pairs of footwear are here it is

hard to say. There may be a million, there may
be more. They spill over out of the hut through
the windows and doors. In one spot the weight
of them pushed out part of the wall, which
fell outwards together with piles of shoes.

Every kind of footwear can be found here;

torn Russian military top-boots, boots of Polish
soldiers, men’s shoes, women’s slippers, rubber
overshoes, and what is grimmest of all, thou-

sands upon thousands of pairs of children’s

footwear — boots, shoes, and sandals of chil-

dren ten years old, eight years old and even of

babies. It is hard to imagine anything more
gruesome than this sight, a silent witness of the

destruction of hundreds of thousands of men,
women and children .

German prisoners who passed by the
crematorium and the ditches filled with
corpses denied having had any hand in

the matter. They declared it was the
work of SS troops. But the SS men who
had worked in the camp asserted that
the wholesale slaughter was the work
not of the SS but of the Police; in other
words, of the Gestapo. The Gestapo men,
on the other hand, declare that it was
the work of the SS.

The stench of corpses, which on days when
slaughter was heavy permeated the environs
of the camp and compelled the people even in

Lublin to cover their faces with handkerchiefs,

helped to terrify the surrounding inhabitants.

This would impress all Poland with the

strength of the German rule and with the hor-

rors in store for everybody who dared to re-

sist. The pillar of smoke that for weeks and
months on end rose from the tall chimney-

stack of the main crematorium was visible from
afar. But neither did this worry the Germans.

Like the stench of corpses this smoke was a

means of inspiring terror. Long columns, some-

times thousands of people were marched in

sight of all along the Chelm highway and en-

tered the gates of the Lublin camp, never to

emerge again. That, too, was proof of the

power of the Germans and showed that they

could do what they liked and nobody could

call them to account.

The most "humane" institution in the
camp was the infirmary. It was a strict

rule that all prisoners brought to the

camp, before being assigned to the

general huts, had to pass through a 21-

day quarantine in the infirmary. This

was assuredly a sound medical principle.

However, one detail must be added: On
orders of the commander of the camp
all war prisoners sent to the infirmary

for quarantine were assigned to huts

where there were patients in the active

stage of tuberculosis. In every frightful-

ly overcrowded hut where there were
200 consumptives, 200 other prisoners

were packed to undergo quarantine. If

we bear this detail in mind it will not be
surprising that 70 to 80 percent of those

who died in camp of a so-called "natu-

ral" death died of tuberculosis.

The first slaughterhouse was a wooden booth

built between two rows of barbed wire in the

early days of the camp’s construction. From one
end of the hut to the other, just beneath the ceil-

ing, stretched a long beam from which hung
eight leather nooses. Here all who became en-

feebled were hanged. In the early days there

was a shortage of labor power and the SS men
did not destroy healthy people simply for their

amusement. They only hanged those who had
been weakened by hunger and disease. Only
ordinary prisoners were hanged in this booth.

War prisoners enjoyed a privilege; when they

became too enfeebled to be able to work they

were led in groups outside the camp and shot.

War prisoners were hanged only when there

were too few to form a party. It wasn’t worth
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while to send one or two under escort into the

forest. They were hanged together with the or-

dinary prisoners. ^

Soon the first primitive crematorium with

two furnaces, described earlier, was built.

There was, however, some delay with the gas

chamber and in this period the chief method of

slaughtering the feeble and sick was the fol-

lowing:

A small room was built onto the

crematorium with a door so narrow and
low that when a man was pushed into

it he naturally had to bow his head. On
the other side of the entrance stood two
SS men, one on each side of the door,

armed with short, heavy iron rods. When
the victim squeezed through the door
with his head bent he was clubbed with

the iron bar on the nape of the neck.

If one missed, the other struck. Usually

this was enough to kill a victim, but if he

fell only stunned it made no difference.

He was counted for dead and was put
into the furnace.

A few words about the women. In some
months there were as many as 10,000 of them
in camp. They were kept exactly as were the

men, the only difference being that they were
guarded by women of the SS.

One of these furies had the rank of non-com-

missioned officer and was senior wardress of

the women’s barracks. She never appeared

without her whip, consisting of a piece of thick

wire two meters long wound round with rub-

ber and covered with leather.

A gaunt, ugly creature, she was noted for her

sadism, the result of some sexual abnormality.

She was half insane. At morning or evening

roll call she would inspect the rows of thin

wretched women and selecting one who had
retained some faint semblance of beauty would
raise her whip and strike the woman on the

breast. When her victim dropped to the ground
she would deal her a blow between the legs

and finish up with a savage kick in the same
place with her hob-nailed boot. After the same
thing happened once or twice the woman would
be crippled and would soon die. We can only

hope that this female monster and thousands

like her will be found and executed; that is,

that they may be made to suffer if only a ‘hun-

dredth part of the punishment they deserve.

And so the ring closes around the

whole of Germany. At one end stands

- the butcher, Theodor Scholen, who tore

gold teeth out of his victims' mouths and
who pushed them into "murder wagons,"
and at the other end stands Edith Schos-

tek who did nothing worse than to take

as payment for her work the clothing of

murdered people. They are at different

ends of the ring, but it is one and the

same ring. They will all be made to

answer, some more, others less. They
need not try to shift the blame onto one
another. They may as well realize once
and for all: they will be brought to book.

Over two-thirds of the 1,500,000 victims at

Maidanek were Jews. They had been driven

into this slaughter camp from every country in

Europe to meet death. In this one camp alone

12% of all the Jews in Europe were killed as

a German "racial experiment.”

"It is difficult not to be stunned into silence

by the picture,” one observer wrote in 1940.

"Nothing equal is recorded in the annals of

humanity. Human conscience finds itself un-

prepared to face a crime of this enormity; it

stands gasping and groping for an adequate

reaction. Pity for the victims; wrath against the

murderers; nausea at the unspeakable base

cruelty — all this is inadequate.

"When we read that, almost as a matter of

course, with smooth efficiency and amid gen-

eral silence, millions of human beings are raked

together from every end of Europe to be finally

delivered up, after hellish journeys, for ma-

chine-gunning, gassing or electrocution; when
we learn that it has become an act of mercy — •

to be paid for by the beneficiaries — to shoot a

mad on the spot, or to throw a mother together

with her baby from a sixth-floor window so as

to save them from what is otherwise awaiting,

then we feel that one of the planks on which

rested not only civilization, but human exis-

tence, has broken through and that the abyss

is opening under the feet of all mankind.”

Three years later, in the latter part of June.

1943, the German plan to exterminate Jews
reached its climax. Simultaneously in four

countries under German control mortal blows

were struck at the Jewish communities. France,

the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria.

The sudden violent attack across the whole
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of the Greater Reich was obviously no coinci-

dence. It was the German answer to Allied

military success, which was beginning to shake

the confidence of Germans and their satellites

in the invincibility of the Third Reich.

Equally, Berlin figured, the new atrocities

were warning to the Allies to stop bombing

Germany. In reprisal for the bombing of the

Moehne and Eder dams, one of the most effec-

tive military air raids of the entire war, Ger-

many obliterated the Jews in the concentration

center of Theresienstadt in Bohemia. This

group of fifty thousand Jews had been gath-

ered from all over Germany, Austria and Czech-

oslovakia. They were mostly so aged and in-

firm that contrary to German practise, the In-

ternational Red Cross had been permitted to

deliver gift packages to them. However, the

entire group had by June, 1943, been roughly

herded into cattlecars and transported to an

sterdam to Warsaw, pass through scores of cit-

ies where great and historic Jewish communi-

ties have flourished for a thousand years, and

not encounter a single Jew. Already nearly half

of European Jewry had been destroyed, and

the tide of slaughter was still gathering mo-

mentum as it flowed. From every corner of Eu-

rope, from Paris to Salonika and from Riga

to Bucharest, sealed railroad trucks packed

with victims travelled for days across Europe

to deposit their human freight at concentra-

tion camps along the eastern marches of Hit-

ler’s empire.

The difference between this lot of the Jews

and that of the so-called Aryan in occupied

countries was as the difference between one

world and another. The Nazis inflicted un-

speakable wrongs on the whole of their subject

populations; the Germans left scars on every

national life— scars that will take a generation

Center picture shows tull view of one of the Lublin

murder plants. At right is shown human ashes still in-

side oven door. At left is a small part of the stacks of

hundreds of thousands of shoes stolen from the victims

to be shipped back to Germany.

Official SOVFOTOS

address unknown. Probably to Maidanek. In

any case to death.

This case is doubly revolting, because
it was not even necessary by German
standards. Those fifty thousand Jews
were far beyond the age of reproduc-
tion; they were being fed from outside
sources; they had only a very few years
more of life at best. Yet for an arrogant
gesture against every humane instinct

they were hustled to an unmarked com-
mon grave.

In Holland, apart from the camps for Jews,
there were camps at Qmnen, Amersfoort and
Vught. Although there, too, hundreds were
killed, it must be admitted that the slaughter

never was as extensive as in Germany or Po-

land.

By mid- 1943 a man might travel from Am-

to heal But still the difference between the

situation of the Jew and of the non-Jew was

fundamental. It was not merely that on the

Jew had been thrust the melancholy privilege

of standing at the apex of the hierarchy of suf-

fering; the difference lay deeper than that. The
non-Jew was sustained by hope of survival and

of ultimate victory; the Jew eked out a miser-

able existence under the shadow of a doom that

was inexorable.

Out of nine million Jews in Europe, less

than three million still survive. That aim
of Germany's War II has been two-thirds

achieved. More than that perhaps, since

it has yet to be determined what effects,

both physical and spiritual, these years
of hopelessness and actual starvation

and physical neglect have inflicted on the

survivors.
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Polish Tragedy -

Brunt of Hun Fury

P OLAND has suffered the greatest losses

of any of the Allied Nations in Europe.

Compared with her pre-war population the toll

of the Polish dead, incapacitated, and sterilized

mounts to well over one-third of all Polish

citizens in 1939. Of the nearly eleven million

now counted as lost, five millions were delib-

erately murdered; 3,350,000 are reported as

carried off and missing; and 2,400,000 are

listed as labor-conscripts to Germany. Of the

Five Million Murdered Polish Citizens, 2,065,

000 were classed by the invaders as Jews;

amounting to 60% of the pre-war Jewish pop-

ulation in Poland, which held the largest Jew-

ish community in Europe.

The plan for destroying Poland and exter-

minating the Poles, was worked out with

German thoroughness in every detail. It was

ready long before 1939 and it was put info

effect in every area as the German armies

advanced. Under the excuse of war, the Ger-

mans killed off Polish officers, landowners,

schoolteachers, priests — all those who nat-

urally might provide leadership for the future.

As German administration was installed, a

general system for enervating the population

was imposed. There was little food for the

Poles, almost literally none for the Jews; but

whiskey and all kinds of alcoholic drinks were

plentifully stocked at very low prices. Free

distribution was made of pornographic books

and pictures to children and adolescents. Under
pseudo-scientific pretexts Polish youngsters

were shown pornographic movies. Cabarets and

burlesques of the most vulgar sort were en-

couraged by the German authorities. Gambling
casinos and brothels — both forbidden by Pol-

ish law— were installed under German official

protection and young Poles were encouraged

Total lost: 10,750,000 people

Percentage of

pre-war population: 31^
Deliberately murdered: 5,000,000

to make use of them.

Murdering Polish Hostages
Accompanying this was a furious at-

tack on the Catholic Church in Poland.

This was likewise premeditated. (All the

occupied countries were subjected in

varying degrees to such carefully plan-

ned, progressive assault on their Chris-

tian Churches and other religious organi-

zations.) This destruction of religion is

essential to totalitarianism. The tyrant
State cannot tolerate the existence of

any independent structures within its

framework. Poland, particularly, which
as a religious island has survived over a
thousand years of barbarian attack, had
to be deprived of its belief in God. Po-

land was to serve as the great labora-

tory for extirpation of religion.

Ninety-three percent of Christian Poles are

Catholic. In no other nation in Europe, per-

haps, is devotion to religion and attachment to

their native soil stronger than in Poland. The
Polish clergy, largely composed of the sons

of farmers, has kept the respect of the Polish

people because of its generally high moral

standing, and its identification with the na-

tional life.

Within a matter of months after occupation

the German authorities had obliterated seven

dioceses, leaving neither bishops, priests, nor

churches in the areas of Poznan, Gniezno,

Wloclawek, Plock, Peplin, Lodz and Katowice.

Two million Poles were deprived of spiritual

comfort, for the thirty-four priests left to min-

ister to them were widely separated over an

area of hundreds of square miles. No Pole was

permitted to leave his assigned residence for

any purpose; nor could the priests journey
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from village to village.

This situation was not duplicated in any of

the other occupied lands. Poland, alone among
all the others, had nowhere to turn for any

companionship in her great agony. She was

cut off even — so far as her invaders could

contrive it — from resort to God.

Many priests were murdered without

trial and without the slightest pretense

of justification. The total has not yet

been determined, although it is known tb

be between 3,000-5,000 with probability

stressing the higher figure, out of the

prewar number of 14,808.

In the Western provinces of Poland,

the areas annexed to the German Reich

under the Moscow-Berlin Partition

Agreement, liquidation of the Church
was practically complete.

Wholesale massacres of clergy took
place in Pomerania and Poznania, some
being buried while still alive, as for ex-

ample in the case of Father Szarek at
Bydoszcz. Here, about 5,000 men were
penned in stables where there was not
even room to sit on the ground. One
corner was designated as the latrine.

The aged parish priest, Casimir Step-
czynski, and a younger man, a Jew, were
obliged by the Germans to perform daily

the nauseating task of removing the ex-

crement of these 5,000 fellow prisoners
with their bare hands. No assistance was
permitted.

With slight variations in detail, the case can

be duplicated hundreds of times. Naturally the

aged priests and bishops quickly died under
such treatment.

Nor was the lot of teachers any better. Equally

with the Polish clergy, the intellectual class was
the most savagely attacked. In the areas annexed

to Germany, this class has been completely an-

nihilated. There were eleven million Poles in

the lands taken by the Germans. Since 1939,

this third of the nation has been without priests,

professors, scholars, school-teachers, judges,

doctors, or engineers.

At the University of Cracow, one of the old-

est and most distinguished in Europe, the entire

faculty was called together by the German au-

thority on November 6, 1939. Then they were

pushed into police cars and carried off to pris-

on. Of the 174 professors, some of them world

authorities in various studies, only seven were

not deported to death in concentration camps.

Those seven were already moribund.

Essentially the same insane barbarity was re-

peated at the Universities of Warsaw and Poz-

nan, and the Catholic University of Lublin.

The object of course was to destroy for all

future time the seeds of Polish intelligence and

learning.

The fate of the Jews of Poland has a very

special significance for many reasons often

overlooked.

The Jewish community in Poland was the

largest integrated Jewish community in the

world. It had the longest continuous history of

any Jewry in Europe. From the Tenth Century

the Jewish community in Poland had enjoyed

rights found in few other European nations.

That is the background against which the

tremendous tragic drama of the Warsaw Ghetto

must be seen. To an American there is a clear

parallel between the defense of Warsaw’s

Ghetto—with the foreknowledge of each fight-

er that the only outcome would be death—and

our own heroic tradition of the Alamo. The
numbers at Warsaw were thousands for every

one at San Antonio; but neither race nor creed

nor numbers are a gauge for courage.

Today, Warsaw has ceased to exist as a city.

Yet, whether it is rebuilt or not, it will live

forever in the minds of freedom-loving men for

three battles fought within its ancient walls.

The First was the heroic siege of 1939, but

that was war.

The Second was the Battle of the Ghetto,

and that was resistance against tyranny.

The Third Battle of Warsaw
On October 6, 1944, the German radio an-

nounced that all civilians had been ordered to

evacuate the ruins of Warsaw. Any valuables

left in the razed capital would be collected by

German salvage squads, in accordance with

the terms of the capitulation.

Thus ended one of the most heroic episodes

in history.

It was a cumulative heroism, unique in the

annals of resistance to tyranny.

For five years the citizens of Warsaw had,

to the utmost of their strength, fought against

the German invaders of their country. A
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quarter-million died in the siege of 1939, and

the massacres that immediately followed. Half

a million more died in the Battle of the Ghetto.

When, finally, in late August, the approach of

Russian armies, and the painful accumulation

of arms and ammunition by patriots within the

city gave hope to a successful revolt, the citizens

of Warsaw rose against their oppressors. The
Germans answered by throwing against these

ill-armed citizens the whole mechanized might

of their occupation forces. For two months

with only a few hundred tons of additional

supplies dropped by air in answer to their ap-

peals, the men and women of Warsaw held out.

Across the river Vistula, in the suburb of

Praga, the exhausted Poles could see the ar-

tillery of the Red Army, only a few miles away.

Day after day, night after night, for 63 days

and nights the Poles watched and waited, fight-

ing all the while. The Germans brought up
their heaviest guns. The Poles could reply

only with rifles and light machine guns. Two
hundred and fifty thousand Boles died in the

third Battle of Warsaw. Eighty-five percent of

the historic city was reduced to dust and rub-

ble. Help never came.

On October 2, General Taddeusz Komorow-
ski. Commander in Chief of the Polish Army,

leader of the Warsaw patriots, had to surrender

to the Germans.

His terse announcement was broadcast by

the German radio: "Warsaw has fallen after

exhausting all supplies and ammunition in the

face of overwhelming enemy superiority.”

He might have added, what history will cer-

tainly repeat, that one thing in Warsaw was

not extinguished: the fortitude of freedom-lov-

ing men.

Speaking on the subject of the bestial phase

of German cruelty, Polish Home Minister Bano-

czyk said:

"I wish to protest most emphati-
cally in order to draw attention of

civilized nations to the abyss of bar-

barism and bestiality to which Ger-
mans have descended, and I should

like to remind the Germans them-
selves that all crimes committed
hitherto and being committed at

present will be paid for by the en-

tire German people. The Germans
should remember this, for the whole

German nation is looking on without
the slightest protest. On the con-

trary, they are cooperating in these

appalling crimes. It would appear
from the news being received that

not only the Gestapo and party or-

ganizations are being used to carry
out fresh crimes on the Polish terri-

tory, but also members of the Ger-
man armed forces, the 55 Special

Luftwaffe Divisions, Hitler Jugend
and PDM."
Just as Poland was the "laboratory” for ex-

periments in. extermination, Fort VII at Poznan

was one of the class rooms for exterminators.

Here was a training ground in sadism and

cruelty where young Gestapo men were in-

structed in their duties. After such "training”

in the notorious Fort VII, the Gestapo men,

most of them recruited from among the inhabi-

tants of Berlin, Prussia and northwestern Ger-

many, went to other prisons throughout occu-

pied Europe.

As part of the "Curriculum” of Cruelty, all

the prisoners of the fort were often beaten

until they lost consciousness. Then they were

revived with cold water and beaten again. This

procedure was usually repeated several times.

In winter, during the bitterest cold, almost

every night the prisoners were roughly awak-

ened by the riflebutts of the guards and march-

ed out of the cells into the corridor or courtyard

where they were forced to run on all fours,

barking like dogs. Or else they were kept stand-

ing with raised arms for long stretches of time

in sub-zero weather. Those who resisted were

whipped.

The "hare game" was a favorite sport

of the young Nazi sadists. The prisoners

were ordered to run and jump along the

corridors, while the guards fired their

guns. The wounded were either killed on

the spot or left writhing and groaning

on the ground, depending on the fancy of

the young torturers. Night executions

in the corridors, the shooting of prison-

ers in their cells, and the dragging of

corpses through the passageways were
a daily occurrence.

Hunting in Prisons
The prison in Inowroclaw held 400 Polish

hostages. After a boisterous revel in this prison,
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They died with their boots on—but the Nazis salvaged Polish Info. Sauce
the boots after they cold-bloodedly shot these hostages.

in which the regional Landrat, the German
mayor, and other dignitaries of the occupation

took part, the Gestapo set out to "hunt” the

prisoners. The guards were ordered to open the

collective cells and to throw out the prisoners

one by one. When the first prisoner emerged
(it was Kielbasiewicz, alderman of the town),

a shot was fired and he fell dead. The second

"hunted” victim was a local pharmacist. On
leaving the cell, he was ordered to remove the

corpse of his predecessor, to take off his coat

and use it to wipe out all traces of blood, and
then to run back and forth in the corridor. A
shot killed him, too. Others followed.

This "hunt” resulted in fifty-two victims. The
Nazis had their fun.

"Shrines" of Execution Places
Rumors that the Germans were about to

launch a large-scale campaign of terror in War-
saw had long been current. When the authori-

ties of the General Government ordered that

10,000 Warsaw residents be drafted for forced

labor, the capital was shocked. The Gestapo,

however, was determined to make this blow
even stronger by adding terror and systematic

murder to their mass hunt, for slaves.

The horrible sadism of this campaign, its

inhuman methods, produced an effect directly

contrary to what the Nazis hoped to achieve.

On the day after a mass murder on

Madalinskiego Street, the execution

spot was covered with flowers, and thou-

sands of people came to pay homage to

the dead. Handkerchiefs were dipped in

the blood of the martyrs, to be kept as

relics of the struggle for freedom, as

tragic symbols upon which countless

oaths of revenge were taken. The execu-

tion place on Piusa Street was covered
with flowers and made a "shrine”. At
Mlynarska Street, a temporary altar

was erected. Instead of terror, the Ger-
man campaign aroused among Polish

people even greater hatred and greater
determination.

The Nazis made a mockery of the most sacred

feelings of the inhabitants of Warsaw, a chal-

lenge launched impudently in the face of the

Polish Underground. Notices like the follow-

ing were frequent:

PROCLAMATION
Attacks by bandit gangs on

Reichsdeutsche as well as on mem-
bers of native population have re-

cently increased in number in the
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county of Bialystok.

As reprisals, and for the purpose

of restoring peace to the district

of Bialystok, the following meas-

ures were taken:

1. The village of Sznulicze in the

district of Wolkowysk, suspected

of harboring bandits, was burned
down. All the inhabitants of the

village were shot.

2. Fifty residents of Bialystok

proven to be adherents or members
of the Polish resistance movement
were shot.

3. Twenty-five residents of the

city of Bialystok proven to be ad-

herents or members of the Polish

resistance movement were arrest-

ed and shot.

4. Fifty residents of Wasilkow
suspected of belonging to the

gangs or members of the Polish

movement were shot.

5. One thousand persons from
the district of Lomza either sus-

pected of belonging to the bandit

gangs or members of the resistance

movement were shot. Their prop-

erty was confiscated and their

houses destroyed.
In addition, in each city of the

district, nineteen persons from
among doctors, lawyers, municipal

officials and teachers were arrest-

ed together with their families and
shot, because they were adherents
or members of the Polish resistance

movement. The property of these

persons was confiscated. . .

.

Commandant of the safety police

and of the 5D for the county of

Bialystok.

Atrocities against women increased through-

out the German occupation. To the many Ger-

man crimes committed in Poland during four

years of war, others were added in July 1943

which are horrifying even against the back-

ground of what Hitlerite assassins have already

done in Poland. In the course of a few days,

from the tenth to the fifteenth of July, about

four thousand Poles were murdered in Bialy-

stok province.

According to one eyewitness account

(Poland Fights, August 5, 1944) 63 per-

sons, mostly women and children, were
brought to a forest near LOMZA and

brutally murdered. First, the faces of

the men were splashed with some caus-

tic liquid which blinded them, apparently

to prevent any attempt at defense on

their part. Then the women and children

were murdered. The children were
thrown into specially dug holes and
blasted by grenades. Women, among
them mothers of the murdered children,

were put to death last. Many of them
still lived when they were buried. The
Germans drove their cars back and

forih over the rocking earth of the

graves to finally quiet their victims.

The reason why German terror was aimed

in the most part at young Polish women is sim-

ple: In Poland 90% of births occur among

mothers of from 19 to 35 years old. The Ger-

mans wanted fewer Poles.

WOMEN ON THE GALLOWS
The German invaders have erected gallows

in every city and township in occupied Poland,

and have launched a wave of terror and public

hangings, executing indiscriminately men and

women alike.

An underground Polish paper gave detailed

figures about this special type of brutality . No
further comments are needed.

Recently, ten persons were hanged on the

the Warsaw highway, four of them women.

On the same day, fifteen persons were hanged

at the railroad station of Rozki, among them

seven women.
In the suburbs of Warsaw, 50 persons were

hanged; Radom 25; Ostrowiec, 29; Starachow-

ice, 32; Kielce, 10; Skierniewice, 10: Lipno, 5;

Rogow, 5; Skarzysko-Kamienna, 29; Radziwil-

low, 5.

Many of the persons hanged by the Nazis

were innocent of any crime, arrested at random

or taken from prisons where they had been kept

without either trial or explanation of the rea-

sons for their arrest.

The most monstrous crime committed by the

Germans on Polish women is the wholesale

arrest of young Polish girls and women to be

violated by Germans.

During the war operations and the early
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The Gestapo delighted in hanging hostages in prominent Polish Info. Serins

places tor all to see as an object lesson of the "new order."

months of the occupation, there were numer-

ous cases of women being raped by German
soldiers — cases which will remain forever un-

punished. The German soldiers themselves

have told witnesses, of incidents in which wo-

men were imprisoned, violated, and finally

assassinated with a sadism that horrified even

those who told of these crimes.

Moreover there are other reliable reports

which indicate an incredible bestiality among
the German troops. Towards the beginning of

November, 1939, some German soldiers search-

ing a house in the village of Szymanow, near

Warsaw, one after another raped an aged

woman of eighty living in the house. When
she called for help, she was beaten bestially.

PREY FOR BROTHELS
Gradually it was revealed that these filthy

attacks on Polish women are not isolated inci-

dents, but that they are the result of the coldly

methodical policy of the Reich authorities.

At first only very general information was
received from Poland regarding the rape of

young women, who had been sent by the Ger-

man authorities to brothels for the use of Ger-

man soldiers, and especially to those on the

Western front. From the Spring of 1940, how-

ever, more detailed reports began to come in,

and gradually a complete picture was built up

of this type of German crime. These wanton

excesses were condemned in both the reports

'made to Pope Pius XII by the Polish Primate,

His Eminence, Cardinal Hlond, important ex-

cerpts from which are cited below:

(1) In the "Final Remarks” of his first re-

port (January 1940), in the course of describing

the barbarous deportation of the Polish popu-

lation from the city of Poznan by the German
authorities, the Cardinal states:

"Young girls of attractive physique are

forced to go to Berlin, to the despair of their

families— despair that is not difficult to under-

stand.”

(2) A deposition dated March 3, 1940, en-

closed with Cardinal Hlond’s second report:

"Women aged from eighteen to twenty-four

are secretly taken away and sent to Germany.
These unhappy girls are abducted without

warning.

(3) Report received on March 28, 1940:
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"On March 10 the Germans organized in

Warsaw a wholesale and official abduction of

young girls from the Solec district and the

streets of the suburb of Czerniakow. Eighty of

them were arrested in and outside their houses,

and sent to the Hospital of Saint Lazare, where

they were examined by German military doc-

tors. The father of one of these victims, belong-

ing to an intellectual circle, succeeded in find-

ing his daughter and rescuing her from the

hands of the German authorities, all the others

disappeared.

"These official abductions led to other

abuses. In Warsaw, military patrols began to

kidnap girls on their own account. We have

been notified of three acts of this kind, exe-

cuted by the 228th Infantry (once) and by the

7th Anti-Aircraft Artillery (twice). The first

took place near the banks of the Vistula (Pow-

isle), the second in the district of Mokotow.
The girls were taken to the quarters occupied

by the troops in question, where each of them

was violated several times. The victims had

been chosen from girls of the working class,

in the hope, no doubt, that their families would
not dare to protest to the higher military au-

thorities.

"The recruiting of these girls and young
women for brothels went on also on the pre-

text of sending them to Germany for forced

labor. On arrival at the points of assembly for

forced labor in Germany, the young women
of agreeable physique were segregated from the

others, examined by medical specialists and

sent to Germany under separate escort.”

(4) Report received April 4, 1940, on the

raping of young girls and other incidents:

"In Warsaw the German? have organized a

veritable woman hunt, carrying off their prey

in lorries from the streets, These seizures take

place preferably in the evening in the less fre-

quented thoroughfares, such as Polna and

Lwowska Streets, in the neighborhood of the

University. Women are taken up like dogs

without their masters. No one knows precisely

what becomes of them. They are abducted not

only from the streets but from their own
homes.”

(5) Excerpt from a Warsaw report dated the

middle of September, 1940, after a year of Ger-

man occupation:

"Throughout the whole of the German oc-

cupied territories the news is spreading with

increasing persistence of the seizure of young

girls for German soldiers’ brothels. The torture

which all parents of young women are ex-

periencing may be imagined, particularly in

view of the fact that this news is true.

"One need only read the letters from country

girls, copies of which are published in the

illegal Polish Press, to find confirmation again

and again of the fact that the agricultural work
for which they have been taken too often con-

sists of being shut away in such houses of ilL-

fame. Wild woman-hunts have been instituted

by the Gestapo who hunt in groups and spot

their prey as they drive through the city streets

in their cars. One need only study the 'missing’

columns in the newspapers printed by the Ger-

mans — for example the Nowy Kurier Wars-

zawski. Every day there are several announce-

ments which give the woman’s name, her age:

sixteen, eighteen, twenty years, etc., with the

note: left home on such and such a day and

has not returned since.”

(Source: The Black Book of Poland)

Left: After recapture of a Polish town, Nuns and Rus-

sian Officers view victims of German firing squads,

while (Right): Innocent Hostages continue to fall before

Nazi guns in nearby villages.

SOVFOTO
— 30—



France Crucified -

A Generation Lost

.

Total lost: 2,500,000 people

Percentage of

pre-war population: 7

The story of Oradour-sur-Glane

I
N FRANCE, the German Occupation for

Murder put its best face toward the world.

Outwardly, the Nazis were very "correct”. Al-

though before they were driven out the Ger-

mans had been in control of all France the ac-

tual murders committed were somewhat less

than one-percent of the population. Even the

Jewish community in France numbers 265,000

survivors today out of a pre-war total of 320,-

000 with only 55,000 listed as deported and

killed.

This is an amazing picture, which seems to

contradict the idea that Germany operated on

an inflexible plan to reduce all non-German

populations by one-third.

The real facts, however, prove only that the

German plan could be subtle as well as effi-

cient. The German plan for France was laid

down in Hitler’s own words, quoted by Her-

man Rauschning:

"By remove, I don't necessarily mean
destroy; I shall simply take systematic

measures to dam their great natural

fertility. For example, I shall keep their

men and women separated for years."

From the French armistice of 1940 until now
in 1944 one and a half million of the strongest,

youngest Frenchmen have been kept as prison-

ers of war in Germany. A whole generation of

French will never he horn as a result of this,

as Hitler called it: "comparatively painless, or

at any rate bloodless way of causing undesir-

able races to die out.”

By this means, the Germans have assured

themselves that the military power of France

twenty years hence will be extremely small.

This comparative gentleness in the treat-

ment of the French as contrasted with German
brutality in other occupied countries did not

go so far as to abandon the usual German prac-

tices completely.

Burning Children Alive
France had her Lidices, too. As always, when

the Germans knew no further profit could be

had from restraining their instinct toward sav-

agery, they were ruthless. Once the Allies had

actually landed, the German mask fell off.

At Oradour-sur-Glane, a village of

some 1500 souls down near Limoges, the

Germans pushed most of the women and
children into the church, the school-

house, and the private houses nearby
and then set fire to the whole lot with

flame throwers.

It was a pleasant June morning, the

Germans picked for this atrocity, and
Oradour was selected by a Gestapo
general — in plain civilian clothes — be-

cause so many young Paris mothers had
brought their children to Oradour as a

refuge from the expected bombing of

the French capital. When the German
fire died down, there was nothing left of

Oradour and some 1500 French civilians,

mostly women and children. There were
only charred ruins, among which the

twisted steel frames of many baby car-

riages could still be recognized.

At Issy near Paris, the Germans had early

set up a rifle range for the use of officers and

soldiers of the Gestapo. This was installed in

old French barracks. The extraordinary pari

of this shooting club, however, was the fact

that for targets live Frenchmen were lashed b\

the neck to wooden poles Set up in the court-

yard, and shooting was done with explosive

bullets. In addition to the rifle range, the bar-

racks at Issy had a torture chamber, where some

unusual features included an electrically-

charged grill, against which unfortunate French

prisoners would be flung after they had en-

dured their quota of the familiar tooth-smash-
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ing, finger and toenail pulling, and less print-

able varieties of torment. Electrocution on the

grill was not speedy as in an electric chair, but

slow. There was time for them to suffer and

German "Kultur" in France. Burned bodies of women
and children left by the Nazis as a memory of Oradour-
sur-Glane. OFIC

dance while they were being branded with the

wire. This spectacle was especially pleasing to

the Gestapo cadets.

Two more murdered villages were Martin-

court and Beury. In the first, German soldiers

burned every house and killed the inhabitants.

One man, in bed with a broken leg, was
dragged into the church and shot, the church

being dynamited afterward. Several aged civil-

ians were killed with thermite grenades. Most

of the inhabitants were herded into a field

where machine guns were turned on them. The
soldiers who committed these crimes were

members of a Panzer Division.

Death ©f a Village
In Southeastern France a village named La

Chapelle en Vencora was left with four houses

out of a hundred. There were no Allied or

French Resistance forces near La Chapelle. Yet

in that region 32,000 crack German soldiers

were stationed. On July 25, 1944, about 2,500

German soldiers marched into La Chapelle.

They were met by the Abbe Pitavy, gray-haired

veteran of War I, and the village Mayor. No
attention was given them by the two German
majors, commanding, who gave orders to loot

the village. Pillage continued all day, while the

inhabitants were divided into three groups:

women and children were locked in the school-

house; men over forty were assembled in front

of the Mairie; and men from 17 to 40 were

led to the edge of the settlement. At 7:30 in

the evening the Germans put torches to every

house; at 10:30 they shot all but four of the

third — the youngest — group. Those four es-

caped by accident. The women and older men
were spared — but homeless.

- As one of the French Resistance Forces
explained in August, 1944: "The secret

of the moral strength of French resist-

ance may be difficult for Americans to

understand. In America people still be-

lieve in 'good Germans'. The French, the

Norwegians, the Czechs and Poles, the

Russians, Yugoslavs and Greeks all know
better. They know the Germans. They
have seen the executions of their fami-

lies and neighbors. They have seen Ger-
man soldiers commit any crime that their

officers ordered. They know the torture

methods of the Gestapo.
"The case of M. Bayard was verified

by his underground comrades. He
helped hundreds of patriots to escape,
and when at last he himself was caught
the German colonel assured Mme. Bay-
ard of his respect for her husband's pa-

triotism. But in a few hours he 'ques-

tioned' M. Bayard. Later we found where
they had buried what was left. The body
of M. Bayard was identified and photo-
graphed. The photographs will be pro-

duced. My good comrades examined his

body closely.

"The Germans had stripped the skin

from his back and poured some caustic

chemical on the raw flesh. His teeth were
knocked out. His tongue had been torn

out. Most of his bones were broken
"These are things that nobody wants to be-

lieve. I could tell you of the murder and torture

of a great many others among my own friends.

I could tell you about the German girls they

bring to France. In Metz they took a doctor’s

house and it was soon filled with German girls.



The girls were 17 to 20. They spent just fifteen

days with the heroes of the German Army.

They had been specially selected to breed chil-

dren.

"Do not talk to me of good Germans. The
only Germans that we have seen are not human.

They are worse than animals. No animal would
stoop to the things that the Germans have

been doing for the past four years in France.”

Thus spoke a leader of the French Resistance

Forces.

Persecution of Catholics
Yet compared to actions in some other coun-

tries German conduct in France was fairly

"mild”. In Alsace-Lorraine, of course, the Cath-

olic Church was virtually exiled. All ecclesias-

tical property was seized; the abbey of Ste.

Odile, patron of Alsace, was closed, and her

shrine desecrated. The cathedrals of Metz and
Strasbourg were taken over for "use of the

State”. Both Catholic and Protestant ministers

Part of the official French records of "Underground"
patriots brutally mutilated and murdered by Ncizis.

Office of French Information C.

were warned to "choose between Jesus Christ

and the Fuehrer”.

The Gestapo seems to have received exceed-

ingly strict orders concerning the way the

French clergy were to be treated. Anger was

aroused in German quarters by the fact that

Himmler’s spies had become convinced that

certain French bishops acquiesced in the depor-

tation into Germany of a number of young men
who were training for the priesthood. The Ge-

stapo believed that these seminarists aimed to

disseminate anti-Nazi propaganda within the

Reich.

The Germans vented their wrath mainly on

country priests whom they accused of making
common cause with the Underground.

The Jews naturally suffered worst. In the

great round-up of July, 1942, drag-nets were
thrown around every block in Paris in which

Jews were known to be living. Many Jews
we're dragged from their homes; others from
hospitals. At the Rothschild Hospital, Gestapo-

man Deniker, known for his cruelties at the

Jewish camp near Compiegne, personally di-

rected the evictions, whip in hand. Among the

patients thrown out there was a cancer case

who had been operated on twelve hours before.

Another was a woman beside whose bed the

German police stood while she was delivered

of a child.

During this round-up some 300 Jews
committed suicide, among them Jewess-
es who threw their babies out of top-

floor windows and leaped, screaming,
after them.

The Nuremberg Laws were put into effect

in France, but due to the stubborn resistance of

the French people generally, and to the large

majority of the Catholic clergy high and low,

enforcement was greatly hampered. Of the pre-

war total Jewish Community of 320,000, only

one-sixth: 55,000, are counted as massacred,

(World Jewish Congress). Thirty thousand
were not displaced at all, and 170,000 were
kept in France although most of them under-

went various degrees of hardship from mere
physical discomfort to the extremes of torture.

65,000 emigrated. This percentage of survival

is higher than in any other occupied country .

Even in defeat, France, traditional de-
fender of tolerance and racial equality,
did not fail to uphold her tradition.
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Russia:

Victim of Nazi Hate

.

Documents discovered reveal

how Hitlerite Headsmen planned

mass exterminations.

RUSSIA, in actual numbers, has lost more than

any other victim of Germany’s mad assault on
mankind; but Russia’s chief losses were in actual

battle. Every effort was made by the Germans to com-
plete, in Russia, the basic policy of exterminating

one-third of the civilian inhabitants.* That this ef-

fort failed was due to two factors: 1. Russia’s splendid

guerrilla army, which fought with a terrific sacri-

fice. 2. The geographic extent of Russia which per-

mitted evacuation of populations far beyond the

reach of the invaders.

Nevertheless, in the areas actually occupied, the

Germans did slaughter, or otherwise dispose of

hundreds of thousands of the captured inhabitants.

The Germans also boast of having killed more
than 10,000,000 of Russia's fighting men.

Together with the figures of those lost through
famine, bombings and in the course of mass mi-

grations, it is quite evident that Russian victims

of Nazism represent the most colossal loss in

world history.

According to U.S.S.R. Information Service, the

total CIVILIAN losses of Russia amounted to 2,500,-

000* as of May 11, 1944. This figure, of course has

grown considerably since then. It represents a loss

of 1.4% of their pre-war population. The monu-
mental army losses, not included, would dwarf that

figure.

According to preliminary figures, the German in-

vaders murdered, gassed in ''murder vans” or tortured

to death about two million persons in occupied

*See also Chapter III for crimes against Russians.

Soviet districts — old men, women and children,

peaceful Soviet citizens, as well as immense numbers
of prisoners of war, officers and men of the Red
Army.

In Kiev, revealing German documents were discov-

ered in a safe on the premises where the Gestapo were
quartered during the German occupation. They con-

tain operational orders of the High Command of the

German Army, of the Reichsminister of Occupied
Eastern Regions, of the Chief of Security Police and
SD, as well as other data which set forth the pro-

cedure for "purging” camps for Soviet prisoners

of war and civilians of "suspicious characters.” It

is evident from these documents that for the sole

purpose of "purging”, the German-fascist authori-

ties practiced murder on an appalling scale, although

the murders appear under various names, such as:

"executions”, "special regime”, "liquidation”, "spe-

cial measures”, and "purging measures”.

These documents date back to the early months
of the German invasion of the U.S.S.R. — the period

from July to December, 1941. Their importance is

shown by the fact that all of them are stamped:

"Confidential, of State importance”, or "Confidential,

Document of Command”.

Preparations for Mass Extermination

The documents discovered reveal that, even before

their attack on the U.S.S.R. the Hitlerite headsmen
drew up lists, compiled investigation directories and
collected the necessary information about leading

Soviet workers who. according to their bloodthirsty

INTELLECTUALS HIGH PRIORITY ON GERMAN MURDER LIST

The charred corpses of 38 residents of an apartment The Nazis put the building to flame, making sure no one
house for professors in the city of Stalino, Donets Basin. escaped. SOVFOTO
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plans, were to be destroyed. Thus they prepared a

"Special Investigation Directory”, "Lists for Estab-

lishing the Whereabouts of Persons”, and other simi-

lar "Investigating Directories and Lists” which were

to facilitate for the murderers the extermination of

the advanced part of the population of the U.S.S.R.

After the invasion of the U.S.'S.R. and the occupa-

tion of a number of Soviet districts, the Germans
embarked on systematic extermination of the Soviet

population, and especially of its advanced and most

active sections, irrespective of the lists they had at

their disposal. For the execution of their criminal

plans, the German invaders set up "Sonder-com-

mando” (special squads) in permanent and distribu-

tion camps for war prisoners set up at that time on
German territory, in the so-called Polish "governor-

generalship” and on occupied Soviet territory.

German Doctors vs. Russian Medicine
In violation of all international agreements, the

Germans destroyed civil and military hospitals, mur-

dering and poisoning the sick and prisoners of war,

burning down hospital buildings together with the

patients in them and deliberately spreading typhus.

German doctors participated in the planned exter-

mination of the population of occupied territories

organized by the German High Command.
In the town of Artemovsk in the Donets Basin,

Doctor Truemer, head of the Department of Public

Health, forbade the townspeople to send food to

prisoners of war who were dying of starvation in

his hospital. Truemer and his underlings murdered

the Soviet doctor Klavdia Ved, Surgeon Sarah Sha-

piro and a number of other medical workers. True-

mer and his underlings plundered local medical in-

stitutions. By their order, before the Germans re-

treated, the following medical establishments were

blown up: the Workers Polyclinic, First and Second

City Hospitals, Venereal Treatment Center, the Pas-

teur Station, the local Outpatients’ Department,

eight medical treatment centers, the Sanitary Service

Station, a medical school, children’s hospitals, the Tu-

berculosis Sanatorium for Children and 11 nurseries

and infants’ homes.

In the regional center of Stalino in the Ukraine,

the Germans plundered and destroyed all medical

schools and research institutions. Doctor Roll, army
surgeon, and Dr. Kuchendorf, head doctor, took part

in the destruction of the Stalino institutions.

Similar destruction took place of almost all the

medical institutions in Poltava, Kremenchug, Zapo-

rozhye, Dniepropetrovsk and other cities.

The German doctors practiced the forced
draining of blood from children and adolescents

for their army blood bank. Here is one of the

many facts supported by documentary evidence:

In the village of Gastozhevskaya in the Krasno-
dar district, the German, police detained 40
children, none above 13 years of age. The chil-

dren were taken to a German army hospital

at Staro-Titarovskaya, where the blood was
pumped out of them. Later all of the 40 children

died.

Ilya Ehrenburg (in "We Will Not Forget”) said:

"The massacres by asphyxiation in 'murder vans’,

the smearing of children’s mouths with poison, the

destruction of whole villages with their populations,

the branding of war prisoners, cannot be classed as

the psychological excesses of a handful of people.

We are confronted with an unparalleled crime, of

which hundreds of thousands, if not millions, are

guilty, beginning with Hitler and ending with the

soldiers who killed infants in Krasnodar and in

Vitebsk, in Kiev and in the villages of the Kalinin

Region.

"The list of identified criminals is long. No doubt

in their extremity they will attempt to plead orders

as an excuse to shift the blame on to other heads,

to play the downtrodden subordinate. But they will

hardly fool anyone: events are too fresh in the

memory of mankind.”

COMING EVENTS
Illingworth. L

35 —
tuion Doth Mail



Czechs Die -

Munich to Lidice

Pre-war Population:

Nazi Victims:

Percent of Pre-war:

15,247,000

1,205,000

9.5

CZECHOSLOVAKIA fell prey to Nazi Germany,
not as a result of war, but as an act of peacetime

appeasement. The distinction is important, particu-

larly in regard to the punishment of Germans for

crimes committed in the old areas of the Czecho-

slovak Republic.

Division of the country, "before actual war began,

aided the Germans in administering their murder
policy among a people known for centuries as tough

and stalwart fighters. But it did not in any sense

divide the people who stood ever more united against

the invader.

for six long years, the Czechs and Slovaks have

sabotaged, hindered, and very often disposed of their

oppressors. Each act of resistance was paid for in

blood: 260,000 Czechoslovak citizens were murdered,

including the 64,500 Jews. 200,000 underwent im-

prisonment and torture in concentration camps.

745,000 were sent to slavery outside their own bor-

ders. o

In November, 1939, in spite of the horrors al-

ready being learned of German bestialities in

Poland, the whole world was aghast at the cold-

blooded massacre of Czech University students

LEBENSRAUM FOR THE CONQUERED © LO W, all countries

A clear example of this is the reaction called forth

by imposition of the anti-Jewish decrees. In every

instance, the wearer of a yellow Star of David in-

signe, intended by the Germans for a badge, of

racial shame, was greeted by his non-Jewish com-
patriots as though he wore a medal of honor. So
far did this go that Reinhard Heydrich, the Butcher

of Bohemia, had to issue stringent decrees against

the wearing of the Yellow Star by any other than

duly classified Jews.

The Czechs are not robots, as the Germans quickly

discovered. In a hundred different ways, every day

in Praha and Brno. On the night of November
16, German military authorities took possession

of all colleges and universities. Students were
dragged straight from their beds to waiting ar-

mored police cars. In the women's colleges, girls

were violated and tortured before being taken
to concentration camps.
Two hundred and forty male students were shot

immediately. The rest — more than 2,000 — were

packed like cattle into 36 busses and taken to the

camps at Buchenwald, Oranienburg, and Dachau.

During 1941 it was reported from Bohemia that of
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all the students — boys and girls — including those

who had been released, less than five hundred re-

mained alive. Of those who returned to their families

all were broken physically and mentally, and many

did not live a month after release; Many of the

women students committed suicide.

By the autumn of 1941, the Germans decided to

get really tough. They sent Reinhard Heydrich, the

37 year old Gestapo Chief Lieutenant of Himmler,

himself, to handle the Czechs.

Heydrich was brutal enough, but actually the

epithet given him: Butcher of Bohemia, was more

deserved by his successor, Kurt Daluege. It was not

until after Heydrich’s assassination, May 27, 1942,

that the greatest mass murders were carried out.

Daluege invented a device for executions. He
warned that Allied parachutists were dropping into

the Czech countryside and that all who aided them

would be killed, together with their families. That

was an excuse for anything. In the German view

the Czechs had asked for it, since Heydrich’s assas-

sination was the first successful blow against the

life of a leading German official in any of the occu-

pied lands.

Between the pretended parachutists and the pre-

tended assailants of Heydrich, Daluege had daily ex-

ecutions. Whole Czech families were seized and

shot. Many former members of Czech governments,

scientists and intellectuals were brought out of con-

centration camps to swell the lists of the condemned.

They were all liquidated so as to prevent their

talents being used to help rebuild Czechoslovakia.

Lidice
The greatest crime of the Germans in Czechoslo-

vakia was the hitherto unprecedented destruction

of whole settlements as an act of "group-punish-

ment”. Late in June the civilized world was stunned

to hear over the German-run Prague radio the an-

nouncement: "As the inhabitants of a certain village

have, by their support of the murderers of Schutz-

staffel Obergruppenfuehrer Heydrich, offended in

the most flagrant fashion against the laws that have

been issued; the grown men have been shot, the

women taken to a concentration camp, and the chil-

dren sent to be given appropriate education. The
buildings in the village have been razed to the

ground and the name of the village obliterated”

.

It was some time later that the full details seeped

out to a still-shocked world. The village had been

called Lidice.

Into this peaceful hamlet came a detachment of the

black uniformed German Geheimestaatspolizei. In

heavy motor trucks, bristling with heavy machine
guns. They had their orders and they were trained

to execute orders efficiently. In a matter of minutes

they had lined up the citizens of Lidice; 200 men,
all over 14 years of age were separated from their

wives, their mothers, their sisters and their littler

children. Then, before the eyes of their families,

they were shot down. The schoolmaster . . . the priest

. . . the workmen . . . the farmers. Efficiently. Then
the women were pushed into trucks and sent on a

long journey to a foreign land; the smaller children

were pushed into other trucks'and likewise sent away

— into a different direction. After that, the efficient

Germans planted explosives in the church, the

houses, and blew them all up, waiting around just

long enough to see that the shattered ruins had se-

curely taken fire. Then they went away. There was

nothing more for them to do in Lidice. There was

no more Lidice.

They had few Quislings —
but millions of heroes.

Norway...
I
T is unjust that the man whose name has become

a synonym for treasonable treachery should have

been born in Norway. Major Vidkun Quisling is

not a typical Norwegian, as nearly three million of

his unwilling countrymen bear witness.

For nowhere has Germany found more unyield-

ing resistance than in Norway. Encouraged by Ma-

jor Quisling, the Germans thought that all Nor-

wegians “Would join hands in an "Aryan” conquest

of the world. It was an alluring dream. With full

cooperation from the Norsemen, Germany might

have achieved a real Navy — old dream of Kaiser

Wilhelm as well as Corporal Hitler. The unexpected

passive resistance of the Norwegians woke them

from that dream.

Yet, for some reason, the Germans have not quite

given up. They have tortured and poured out their

filthy habits all over the Norwegian countryside and

cities. But there has been no mass slaughter as in

Poland or Yugoslavia; no such starvation as in

Greece. Some 18,000 Norwegians are in German
concentration camps; less than 2,000 have been killed

outside of that. Of the 1200 Jews in pre-war Norway
none, of course, remain now.

In October, 1944, it was announced that 6,000 of

the leading citizens of Norway were being taken to

Germany as hostages. Hostages for what? And why,

particularly Norwegians?

Mr. Morgenstierne, Norwegian Ambassador in

Washington, has suggested that the purpose of hold-

ing so large a nurnber, comparatively, of lawyers,

journalists, engineers, bankers and other skilled pro-

fessional leaders is for possible use in blackmailing

tactics when action is begun against German tear

criminals. Norway’s government in London ha .< its

indictments all drawn up with names, dates, and

crimes.

Some of the Germans accused are Gestapomcn
who, as starving boys after the last war. were taken

into Norwegian homes and nursed back to health

so they could return in fifteen years and torture

their benefactors.
* * *
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Yugoslavia:

Land of Corpses .

.

Pre-war Population:

Nazi Victims:

Percent of Pre-war:

16,700,000

1,600,000

10

ALL the woes associated with the Balkan nations

have been visited upon the Kingdom of the

Serbs, Croats and Slovenes since young King Peter

dismissed his pro-German Regent and Uncle, Prince

Paul, and threw in his lot with the Allies on March

27, 1941.

The list of dead and missing gives the key to the

tragedy, not only because of the victims, but be-

cause of those who committed the crimes:

195,000 were killed by Germans; 30,000 were killed

by Hungarians in the province of Voivoidina; 15,000

were slaughtered by Bulgarians; 30,000 by Albani-

ans; 600,000 were massacred by the Ustashi under

Himmler’s domination; 20,000 Slovenians were

killed by the Italians; 53,000 Jews out of the pre-

war 75,000 were killed after the Germans had

turned them over to the Croat Ustashi for "disposi-

tion”.

The sheer, savage horror of the German system

in Yugoslavia cannot be duplicated anywhere else.

As always, the Germans have a deliberate purpose

in this treatment. First: It was designed to serve as

a punishment and warning. The overturn of the

pro-German regency in 1941 delayed German cam-

paign plans for that year; delayed the planned as-

sault on Russia, and contributed considerably to the

eventual failure of Germany’s War II. In German
eyes that fact demanded punishment. Second: The
mountain peoples of Yugoslavia, the Serbs and Mon-
tenegrins have a record of resistance to tyranny. If

Germany was to establish a colony stretching down
to the Adriatic, these peoples would have to be

wiped out. That was the main purpose.

The attempt to do this followed the usual plan

of destroying churches and other cultural centres.

By the end of 1941 the country had been parti-

tioned between Germany, Italy, Hungary, and Bul-

garia; with Croatia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina —
the rich productive section—falling to Germany,
which placed the terrorist leader Ante Pavelic in

charge with his renegade army of Croat Ustashis.

One million Serbs fled from Pavelic’s territory

into the mountains where they took up arms, while

Pavelic and his German masters spread death

throughout the land. Over 50 per cent of Yugo-
slavs are Orthodox Christians; 37 per cent are Catho-

lics; 2V2 percent were Jews; the balance Moslems,

Protestants, and some minor sects.

The first attack, of course, was on the Jews and

the Orthodox Churches. Although comparatively

small the Jewish Community had existed continuous-

ly in Serbia since before the fall of Jerusalem to the
Roman Empire. The Jews had long taken part in

Serbian national movements and national life. When
the invasion came, bringing anti-Jewish measures,

the Serbs did their best to shelter Jews from its full

fury. But Pavelic’s men in Croatia, and the Gestapo
in Belgrade, prevented any wide-spread protection.

Of the pre-war total of 75,000, some 20,000 did find

shelter within Serbia itself, and it is known that

2,000 managed to escape altogether from the coun-

try.

A reign of typical "Nazi” inspired terror followed.

The towns of Mocva and Posavina were completely

razed and their populations exterminated. At Uzice,

a city of 12,000 and an intellectual centre of Serbian

culture, the town was surrounded, all male inhab-

itants were machine-gunned, together with the

priests and children. A like fate was visited on
Kragujevac, Kralijevo, Cacak, Rudnik and other

towns, where all highschool children together with

their teachers were massacred.

In 1942 a Bulgarian newspaper estimated that

there were over 420,000 Yugoslav children wander-

ing about whose parents had been murdered and
whose villages had been destroyed.

The destruction of Kragujevac ranks with any in

the atrocious record of German murder. Here, in

reprisal for the death of 10 German soldiers, and

the wounding of twenty-six others 4,600 male Yugo-
slavs were put to death within a single day. That

was 60% of the male population of the town, all

aged from 15 to 60.

At dawn on Oct. 20, 1941, German soldiers dragged

from their beds 7,000 males of the city, including

the Orthodox priests and the lone Catholic priest and

put them under arrest.

The next morning German Major Zimmermann
ordered the prisoners to be separated into groups of

forty, which were then escorted by armed platoons

outside the town, and the firing began. It lasted all

day. A quota of 2300 had been set as reprisal for

the 10 killed and 26 wounded Germans, but Major

Zimmermann said "Never mind the quota. Keep on

firing”. They kept on until it was too dark to see.

Of the 7000 seized many were reserved as hos-

tages; a few hundred were permitted to return home.

The rest were dead.

In the areas occupied by Hungarians no Serbs

were left alive. At Backa Topola an eyewitness



found only one old woman out of the thousand

Serb families who had lived in that town. This

survivor, a Mrs. Kratic, had been locked in one
room of her house and was dying of starvation

when questioned. Her husband and four children

had been murdered before her eyes. In the town
Hungarian soldiers had raped the women, girls,

and even children of 10 years. Afterwards the

women and girls were stripped naked, tied,

smeared with tar, and dragged through the

town to the outskirts where they were butcher-

ed. In some cases women were left to die in

agony from bayonet wounds in their breasts. The
Orthodox priests were subjected to terrible mu-
tilations from which most of them died.

An Orthodox priest of Nashice, Father Bogie, was

tied to a tree and savagely mutilated. His nose and

ears were cut off, his tongue cut out, and his beard

pulled out by the roots. He died only after his chest

and abdomen had been slashed open.

Catholic clergy fared no better. British Cardinal

Hinsley, Archbishop in Westminster, stated that of

700 priests in one section of Slovenia, only 16 sur-

vived in freedom. These were forbidden to cele-

brate the Mass.

So willed the "Master” Race!

Denmark . .

.

Denmark never had a chance to put up an open
fight against the German invaders. Geography was
dead against them from the day the Germans
marched across the flat lowlands. Yet the Danes
have fought every day and night since then. Prac-

tically every Dane from King Christian on down
to little boys and girls. So far as possible, they have

fought with the weapons the Germans understand

least — ridicule and passive non-cooperation.

But, whenever necessary, the Danes have used

stronger methods. They rioted when Germany took

the 10,000 Danish Jews away in batches. Of course

it couldn’t prevent them, but it showed how strongly

the Danes felt, because mostly the Danes do not act

on impulse; nor do they attempt quixotic gestures

which cannot succeed. True, Danish Nazis who act

as informers for the Gestapo and cause the death of

their countrymen are killed by the patriots. But a

Swedish paper has commented that this was not so

much in the spirit of vengeance as simply to put a

stop to the activities.

It is no secret that the Gestapo used torture in

dealing with Danish prisoners. The fact that of four

patriots arrested in Copenhagen on July 22, 1944,

one of them. Per Lutzen, took poison rather than

fall into Gestapo hands clearly reveals what prisoners

expect. We hear little of those who were tortured

to death; but a Dane who escaped to Sweden gave
authentic details of the Gestapo’s routine manner

of questioning. Prisoners were forced to face a wall

while revolvers were pressed into their backs. They
were made to bend over a chair and beaten with a

half-yard whip, cut out of a motor tire, until they

spoke or fainted. Brutal kicking was a commonplace.

A Swede who escaped tells of seeing a Dane brought

in who had his teeth kicked out by a German army

doctor.

"THEY DID NOT SHRINK BEFORE TERRIBLE
SUFFERING". One of the most respected of

the Danish patriots, a fervent idealist, was
the mathematics teacher, Svend Otto Nielsen,

who was executed by the Germans. They gave
him crutches so that he could get himself to the

place of execution, but as he was too exhausted

to use them they dragged him along to it. He
had been shot in the legs when he was arrested,

and they let him lie in prison without medical at-

tention, partly paralyzed. A prison guard took

pity on him and called the German doctor, but

the latter simply kicked Nielsen and shouted to

the guard. "No pity for a swine like him!"

Luxembourg . .

.

Luxembourg is a tiny nation, a Grand Duchy
where the farmers own and operate their own land.

It has fine iron deposits. There were few social or

other problems in Luxembourg. Its 'army of 250 men
was sufficient to put on an occasional parade; and

225 policemen were chiefly used to see that children

crossed roads and streets in safety.

In October, 1940, Berlin announced that Luxem-

bourg was thenceforth to be part and parcel of the

Reich. On account of the mines, of course; and pos-

sibly because Luxembourg was so genuinely peace-

ful and its people so religious.

In 1940, there were about 3000 Jews in Luxem-

bourg. There was no discrimination. The Jewish

community had existed for over 700 years; Judaism,

like Christianity, was officially recognized. The rab-

bi of the Grand Duchy was a State Official. In De-

cember, all Jews were ordered to leave. By joint

effort of the Grand Duchess and the American Joint

Distribution Committee, 2000 Jews were sent safely

away. Of the remaining, some 338 were taken by the

Germans to Poland, where their fate probably was

like that of all other victims in the extermination

camps. Remaining were 334, all aged and infirm, in

a confiscated convent, until July, 1940. Then this

frail remnant was taken to the liquidation center of

Theresienstadt in Bohemia. Thus, of 3<KH) total, less

than 700 were murdered, and the majority must lx

accounted safe.

There were other deportations from Luxembourg,
but the whole total will be disclosed as probably

under 1500.

What disgusted the Luxemburgers was the
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atheism of their German overlords. Well over
ninety percent of Luxembourg inhabitants are
Catholic. The priests, monks, and nuns are
drawn from amongst the population. They are
a part of it. Mutual knowledge, confidence, and
affection exists between all the people and those
who have made profession of religion. It was
profoundly shocking to see these interlopers ex-

pel every monk and nun from Luxembourg; take
over all Catholic property and deport all the
secular priests who had been schoolmasters.
Luxembourg is a very civilized country. It has

only contempt for barbarism and barbarians. Lux-
embourg is free again. But Luxembourg still weeps
for its loyal, good citizens who will never return to

its peaceful farms.

Belgium- II Pre-war Population: 8,386,553 1

||
Nazi Victims: 605,000

||

Twice Crucified . .

.

II Percent of Pre-war: 7.5 II

it/'VNE day we shall come back. Till then a bien-

tot!”

Those were the final words from the German
radio in Brussels on September 1st, 1944. They
struck a chill into every Belgian heart.

In that voice every Belgian heard the harsh tones

of those Germans, who, in 1940, killed 10,000

women and children on the roads of Belgium, ma-
chine-gunning helpless refugees just for practise and
for fun; it echoed the orders that sent 500,000 Bel-

gians to slavery in German factories, that imprisoned

12,000 Belgian patriots; that destroyed the people

and the town of Deynze.

The Belgians have no illusions about Germany or

Germans. During eight years of the past thirty the

Belgians have lived under German boots. (Two gen-

erations of Belgian children have been underfed,

underclothed, underprivileged in every way because

the German hordes stole all the fat of the land, the

Belgian land which Belgians tilled and harvested

but from which they could not keep enough to

feed their children.)

Just as though it had never stopped, the famous
underground newspaper of World War I, "La Libre

Belgique”, resumed its clandestine publication and

"occult” distribution the day Belgium surrendered.

Just as though 25 years had not passed, each issue

of the paper found its way to the desk of the Nazi

Governor General in Brussels, who, like his prede-

cessor of 1914-18 verged on apoplexy at the sight.

Even the Governor General had the same narqe —
von Falkenhausen, nephew in 1940-44 of the von

Falkenhausen who had held the job in 1918.

It was the same at Louvain — it was the same in

the villages where, once again, the women were

raped, the men dragged away to slavery; where the

crops were taken and one or another villager tor-

tured or just shot.

These were familiar things to every Belgian over

thirty. They had seen the Hun before.

The new elements were three. First, the Ger-
mans had learned one lesson from their occu-

pation of 1914-18. As the first von Falkenhausen

had observed, it didn't pay to persecute the

Catholic Church in Belgium. It caused too much
trouble. So this time the assault upon the Church
was veiled. Priests, who proved too troublesome,

were accused of being "bolshevists" or "com-

BRUSSELS THANKSGIVING
The populace celebrato Mass on the- day Belgium was liberated by Allied

twenty-five years) from the Hun invaders.

— 40—

Armies- (the- second time within

Universal Newsreel



THE ANGELS OF MERCY DESCEND ON BELGIUM
© LOW. all countries

munists" and the usual measures were taken on

that pretense. A considerable number of priests

were sent to concentration camps and prison.

The second difference between Wars I and II

was in the situation of Jewish citizens of Belgium.

There was no "Jewish problem” in the Belgian na-

tion. Every attempt on the part of German authori-

ties to create feeling against the Jews met with ut-

ter lack of notice on the part of the non-Jewish

Belgians. Infuriated by this, the Germans started

their dreary routine of extermination in May, 1942.

The Jews were rounded up and sent off to "un-

known” destinations — many of which turned out

to be those final destinations: the execution camps.

The result: Of the 100,000 Jews in Belgium in 1939
— 30,000 killed; 90,000 missing (many of them as-

suredly lost); 20,000 hidden by kindly Christian Bel-

gians at the risk of their lives.

In Brussels a Catholic priest was arrested for se-

cretly harboring 100 children. According to the

Belgian underground newspaper L’Alouette (The

Lark), many Jewish children who had found shelter

with friends of their deported parents, were seized

and sent to prison camps like that at Mechlin, where
conditions were abominable enough to kill the in-

mates with as little bother as possible.

The Gestapo in Belgium differed in no wise

from the Gestapo in otner countries. Very tew ot

those taken by the Gestapo ever returned to tell

of their agonies.

Arrests and interrogations were constant. A
hint of confession — real or for the purpose of

gaining respite — merely redoubled the victim's

suffering. The Germans stopped at nothing to ex-

tort a little more from a possible informant.

Burning the skin off the face, or from the soles

of the feet with lighted cigarettes was usual.

So was the tearing out of finger and toenails,

hanging by the thumbs, and grinding down the

teeth one by one.

One Belgian, led out to execution, lacked an

eye and was completely deaf from the results

of his twenty-four hour interrogation.

A monk, in a message dictated secretly be-

fore his appointment with a German firing squad,

stated: "Death will be nothing to me. They have
knocked my teeth out ; f have no nails on any of

my ten fingers: my legs are a mass of wounds;
and my face is unrecognizable. But God gave
me strength to hold my tongue, and my martyr-

dom will soon be over”.

In general, there were few attempts at innovation.

The old tortures were good enough. The Gestapo

knew them. So did the Belgians.
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Holland Accuses . .

.

Pre-war Population:

Nazi Victims:

Percent of Pre-war:

8,728,000

200,000

2.25

ON October 5, 1944, Netherlands Premier Ger-

brandy announced that the Germans had put

6,000 special demolition troops to work at cutting the

dykes which hold back the waters of the sea.

No more dastardly act could be conceived. Hol-

land has one-fifth of its highly productive land be-

low sea-level. Only the dykes keep it from being
flooded with 8 to 25 feet of water. The land has

been reclaimed from the sea and the dykes have
been built gradually over the last five hundred
years. When Mr. Gerbandy spoke, 17% of Hol-
land’s farmlands were already lying under water.

Thejj may be ruined for agriculture for seven to ten

years even after the sea, once more, has been pumped
out.

From their point of view the Germans feel justi-

fied in flooding this half of Holland, since it would
undoubtedly hinder the recovery both of the people
and of the industrial efficiency of the Netherlands,

and make German-planned War III that much easier

to win.

There is no other excuse for such a deliberate at-

tempt to wipe out at one swoop the homes and
harvest lands of half a nation. Naturally, many hun-
dred thousand Dutchmen and women and children

would be unable to escape the rising tides. That, too,

would be a profitable result from the German point

of view.

The Dutch have been stiff-necked about their

occupation by the Germans. Nowhere else, ex-

cept in Poland, have casualties run so high
among the Gestapo and SS troops. The Dutch
have never forgotten — and are not likely to
forget — that the 30,000 Hollanders bombed
to death in Rotterdam were civilian casualties.

Germany dropped those bombs long after the
world knew there was an armistice.

Nor will Holland forget her Jewish citizens of

whom about 135,000 Germany has stolen from their

homes. About 26,000 have been secreted by the

Dutch, who joined whole-heartedly in resistance

to all German decrees.

Just how many Jews escaped either deportation —
or sterilization — will not be known until quite a

while after the whole areas of Europe occupied by
Germany have been investigated.

The Dutch underground paper "Je Maintiendrai”
declared in a recent issue that the last months of
suffering endured by the Jews was a sad tale of
murder, plunder, injustice, suppression, German cow-
ardice and degeneration.”

Early in July, the paper declared, 9,000 Jews were
carried off to Poland in freight cars. The last of
these transports — that which took place on July

20 — was the worst of all, the paper stated, The
Germans ordered the deportation of 2,200 persons

and the Nazi authorities, to fill this quota, included

women eight to nine months pregnant and one car

full of diphtheria and scarlet fever patients, some
with a 104-degree temperature.

As the Allied armies moved closer to full libera-

tion of Holland, the Nazi fury grew more intense. The
most ruthless expedients to clear some of* the con-

centration camps of their inmates were adopted late

in September. Fojur hundred and fifty Netherland
patriots were executed by the Germans at the no-

torious concentration camp at Vught, one and a half

miles south of ’s Hertogenbosch.

Thousands of Netherland patriots have been held,

tortured and murdered by the Germans at Vught in

the past four years.

The Netherlands Government, pledging itself to

avenge all who have been martyred, called on Neth-
erlander to collect all the facts and to note the

marks of identity of the Germans responsible. Dr.

J. G. van Heuven Goedhart, Minister of Justice,

read the Government’s statement to the people of

the Netherlands by radio. He said that the Govern-
ment was "determined to trace the perpetrators of

all these horrors and try them with unremitting

severity.”

"It is now crystal-clear that Germany is finished

in the civilized world and has put herself deliberate-

ly outside the pale of civilization,” the Government
declared.

Messner, Rochester Times-Union
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Greece on

Her Deathbed

Pre-war Population:

Nazi Victims:

Percent of Pre-war:

7,108,814

1,013,000

14

THE list of dead in Greece does not tell the full

and horrible story of Greek tragedy. The dead

are merely those who have already succumbed to the

planned starvation, lack of medicine, and the in-

human hardships their successive invaders imposed

upon them.

In addition to the already dead must be counted

2,500,000 utterly incapacitated by malaria; 1,500,000

ravaged by tuberculosis resulting from the hellish

and systematic callousness of Germans, Italians and

Bulgarians.

All told, not 14% but 65% of Greeks are lost.

Of the children, 78% now have tuberculosis.

Here is, indeed, a crime that dries for vengeance!

Nowhere else, not even in Poland or in Yugoslavia,

has the German pattern of slaughter and destruc-

tion, of hatred and starvation been more horribly

disclosed. Nowhere else has the German education-

al system so plainly shown its effects. In Greece —
the Greece that had so valiantly made "hash” of the

pompous armies of II Duce and forced the great

Wehrmacht to delay its attack on Russia — the full

fury of the clumsy bully who had been thwarted,

was unleashed.

In the general extermination, the Jews, of course,

were not overlooked. The small Jewish community
in Greece, numbering about 76,000, was of very an-

cient establishment. (Jewish rites had been celebrated

in Greece from the remotest pre-historic times. Gre-

cian Jews had never suffered from waves of anti-

Semitism.) No Greek aided the Italians, or the Ger-

mans, or the Bulgarians in oppression. But no Greek
was able to prevent it. The Greeks could not even

save themselves. All but 19,000 of the Jews of Greece

are gone.
* * * *

The Destruction of Kalovryto
On December 13, 1943 in pleasant Kalavryta, the

town cryer announced: "The Germans decree that

all the inhabitants, men, women and children must

assemble at the school.”

When the people were assembled, the Germans
closed the women in the school and marched away
with the men.

They led them to the cemetery of the town, at

the foot of the hill, where an old castle stands.

"We brought you here,” said the German at the

head of the patrol, "for you to see how nicely your

town looks while your homes are burning.”

"Where are our women and children?” asked the

Greeks.

"They are nearby,” smirked the commander. Then

he turned to his troops and barked an order. They

opened fire with their machine guns and felled the

Greeks to the last man.

"Come and bury your men,” shouted the Germans

to the women who escaped from the burning of the

village.
sj; %

Destruction of Mega Spileon
On December 4, 1943, because of the destruction by

guerrillas of a German patrol of Grenadiers, which

occurred on October 20, 1943, the Germans as-

sembled all inhabitants of Ano and Kato Zachlorou,

led them to the ravine of Vouraikos and executed

them, while setting fire to the village.

Afterwards they seized the monks and laics

of the Monastery of Mega Spileon, led them to

the cliffs above the Monastery and threw them
in the abyss. The historic monastery was dese-

crated, looted and set afire.

* * * *

Destruction of Rogoi
On December 5, 1943, a Sunday and the feast of

St. Savvas, the Germans went to the village of Rogoi,

assembled the male population in the courtyard of

the church and began executing the Greeks in groups

of six. The priest officiating at the interrupted serv-

ice asked the Germans the reason for these atroci-

ties. He was immediately executed. The village was

set on fire, after the executions were terminated.
* * * *

Destruction of Messovouni
The traitor president of the community of Mess-

ovouni was killed by the people of the village. In

reprisal, the Germans bombed the place from the

air, setting it on fire. The remaining inhabitants

escaped to the mountains. The Germans promised

them an amnesty, if they would return. After the

villagers came back, they were made to assemble

on the public square. All were executed. What feu

houses remained were also destroyed.
* * * *

On June 17, 1942, the Germans destroyed by fire

part of the village of Stoloi in Crete. They arrested

Emanuel Mourtzakis and Michael Antonaki and lx

gan flogging them in the village square in the

presence of the villagers. When they were half-dead

they were carried to the prison in Avgeniki. They
were handed British uniforms and told to put them
on. Sergeant Schubert, supposedly furious at this

sight, shouted out: "B . . . . even in the prisons
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you want the British and take their uniforms!”

The men were tortured anew until the next day,

when they were carried completely naked to the

town of Herakleion. There they were shot, after

having taken communion from Priest Sigakis.
* * * *

On January 2, 1943, the priest Nicholas Neonakis

was arrested on Meidani Square in the town of

Herakleion in Crete. He was accused of harboring

British soldiers. The next day he was taken before

Major Hartmann (well known for his atrocities in

Crete) four German captains, a sergeant and four

soldiers with tommy guns and revolvers.

”You had,” charged Major Hartmann, "eight Brit-

ishers hiding in the courtyard of your house. Four-

teen more Britishers were being hidden by the other

villagers. You had many arms in your house and

you threw them in the well. The Headquarters of

the British propaganda are at your house.”

The priest persisted in his denial. His clothes

were taken off and he was flogged by the ser-

geant with a whip with a metal curved hook
at the end, while another German poured water
upon the man so as to keep him conscious

throughout the torture. He was unconscious for

four days and was transferred to the prison,

where he was left without food for 28 days.

The Germans, however, were unable to learn

from him where the organization of the British

and Greeks was working. Finally, Priest Neo-
nakis was shot.

On August 18th, 1943, the feast of the Dor-

mition of the Virgin was continuing in the village

of Kommenc, near Arta, on the western part of

the Greek mainland. On the pretext that guerril-

las had passed through the village, a German
batallion surrounded the village. Then artillery

and airplanes bombed it. The inhabitants tried

in vain to escape. Those who did were captured,

bayoneted or thrown back into the flames. Chil-

dren were seized, cotton wool drenched with
gasoline jammed into their mouths and then set

afire. Two priests were executed in a nearby
church as they were officiating at a wedding.
The bride and bridegroom and all those invited,

died at the same time.

In all, 1200 people were killed that day.
% * % %

In July, 1942, four workers, harvesting, were seized

by the Bulgars in Northern Greece and were tied

to poles. Bulgarian children used them as targets.

They threw stones upon the victims until they ex-

pired. The same method of execution was applied

by the Bulgars in the villages of Kyria, Choristi and
others.

These are but a few of the many instances of how
the Nazis tried to prove the superiority of their Kul-

tur over Hellenic civilization.

MURDER BY STARVATION
Pari of the Nazi plan to annihilate populations. In ample evidence of how this inhuman war against civilians

Greece, in the villages, in the cities, the streets offered was being carried out. Official, GREEK Office of Inf.
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Make The

Punishment Fit . .

.

When the Belgians marched into their liberated

capital on September 2, 1944, the words of the de-

parting Germans were still echoing through radios

all over Europe.

"One day we shall come back. Till then, a bien-

tot"

There was no radio in 1918 over which the Ger-

mans could have made a similar promise, or warn-
ing. But the Belgians were aware of the unspoken
threat all through the 22 years that intervened be-

tween the departure of the defeated Imperial Reichs-

wehr and the triumphal re-entry of the blitzkreig

Wehrmacht.
This time Belgium demands that it be made im-

possible for Germany to keep that promise.

Meeting in London on January 13th, 1942, the

representatives of nine occupied countries signed a

declaration that concluded with these engagements:
"The governments of Belgium, Czechoslovakia,

Free France, Greece, Luxembourg, The Netherlands,

Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia:

1)

. affirm that acts of violence inflicted upon the

civilian populations have nothing in common with
the conceptions of an act of war or a political crime
as understood by civilized nations,

2)

. take note of the declarations made in this re-

spect on 25th October, 1941 by the President of the

United States of America and by the British Prime
Minister,

3)

. place among their principal war aims the pun-
ishment, through the channels of organized justice,

of those guilty or responsible for these crimes, wheth-
er they have ordered them, perpetrated them, or par-

ticipated in them,

4)

. resolve to see to it in a spirit of international

solidarity that (a) those guilty or responsible, what-
ever their nationality, are sought out, handed over
to justice and judged, (b) that the sentences pro-
nounced are carried out.”

Nothing less than this ought even be considered
by any government whose armies are now closing in

upon our Nazi enemy.
Punishment for crimes committed under the ex-

cuse of war was demanded by the Treaty of Ver-
sailles. Several pompous paragraphs were devoted
to indicting the Kaiser and others, and affirming
the intention of the Allied and Associated powers
that the German criminals should be brought to

justice. Nothing ever came of it. The Kaiser claimed
sanctuary in Holland, and Holland refused to sur-

render him. Well, Holland has no such soft feelings

this time.

Johannes Steel warns against permit-

ting the criminals to escape again . . .

as they did twenty-five years ago.

There were Germans who could have been tried.

General von Tessmar, responsible for the massacre

at Rossignol in Belgium, was living peaceably with-

in the Allied zone of occupation in the Rhineland

in 1920. No attempt was ever made to arrest him.

On the contrary, it is reported that he met Allied of-

ficers from time to time for an amicable cup of cof-

fee and a discussion of military matters. Naturally,

no one mentioned massacres.

All told, the Allies in 1920 demanded the sur-

render for trial of nearly a thousand important Ger-

mans who were accused of violating the customs and
rules of war. Actually, none were ever tried by the

Allies. Only a Sergeant and a few Lieutenants were
tried by courts of the German Republic. Those minor
offenders were found guilty and given sentences of a

few months apiece!

The excuse for absolving men in uniform from
personal responsibility for crimes committed in war-

time is that they were merely obeying orders.

That excuse was not found to be acceptable by the

conferees at Versailles. It has again been denounced
by the representatives of the nine occupied nations.

Prime Minister Churchill has stated that "retribution

for these crimes must take its place among the major
purposes of the war”; Mr. Molotov has declared that:

"The Soviet Government and its organs are conduct-

ing detailed registration of all those evil deeds of

the Hitlerite army. This is demanded by the angered
Soviet people who call for vengeance”.

There is hardly any question about the desires

of people in the United Nations. But there is a

growing uneasiness about whether those desires will

find fulfillment. At London, the Inter-allied W ar

Crimes Commission after two and a half years of

dignified deliberation has put down less than 5(H)

names of Germans who in its opinion should hi

tried. However, that list does not pretend to include

those who are claimed for trial under the national
laws of individual countries.

Each of the occupied countries has, through its

underground organization, compiled very compre-
hensive indictments, complete with photographs of

the criminals in many cases, and with full details <>f

the crimes and of the witnesses. The only problem in

bringing the criminals to justice after Germany's
surrender will be, how to get them from wherever
they may be hiding back to the scene of their crimes
for trial. No nation in Europe will give them sanc-

tuary; but the rival claims of various accusing nations
have not yet found a means of establishing priorii\

on the persons of the criminals.
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There is the problem of Heinrich Himmler, chief

of Gestapo, probably the most cold-blooded and
bloodiest criminal in all history. Every nation in

Europe, including Germany itself, has the right to

ask for this man’s execution. In every nation

Himmler’s victims number not merely scores or hun-

dreds, but thousands, and in some nations millions.

Simply shooting, or hanging, such a monster seems

too mild and insufficient a punishmet. One feels he

should be hanged on a travelling gibbet which could

be moved from country to country clear across the

continent he has defiled and crucified, until every

citizen of every nation which has suffered under him
has had the chance to see his swaying corpse.

Some cases can be easily disposed. Those are the

traitors. Quisling can be tried for treason against his

native land of Norway. Laval will stand little chance

of evading French justice—if he dares live long

enough to come to trial. Henlein, Terboeven, all the

scummy crew of satellites and spongers will get short

shrift from the hands of the fellow-countrymen they

so betrayed.

But we must not allow our desire for justice to be

slaked by the comparatively minor matter of punish-

ing these lesser men. After all, they were simply the

tools which sprang to the hands of master criminals.

Our duty is to see that these master criminals them-

selves do not escape. Many of them are now, or will

soon be, in the military prisons of one or another of

the Allies. Before a single one of these is released the

list of criminals in every country should be carefully

examined to determine whether or not that man ap-

pears on it. This is, or it should be, a minimum pre-

caution. The Germany Army stands today as a two-

time offender; it should hardly be turned loose again

without precautionary punishment.

Take for example the case of General von Falken-

hausen, until September 1, 1944, German Governor-
General in Belgium. In 1917 and 1918 the German
Governor-General in Belgium was also named von
Falkenhausen. They were uncle and nephew. Had
the uncle received the punishment due him for

crimes committed by his order the nephew might
never have had the temptation—or the opportunity

—to repeat those crimes exactly in the same way and
on the younger generation of the same victims.

Truly, the Belgians have a right to cry out as they

have: "In this supreme hour of the war there is but

one watchword: DELENDA GERMANIA! Cut it

into four or eight or twenty pieces, whatever you
want, but do not take the risk of standing one day
before your children, white with shame and remorse,

and having to tell them: 'The Germans told us they

would come back and, thanks to our foolishness, our
weakness and our fair play, they have done so!

’ ”

No nation has longer, nor more carefully authenti-

cated lists than have the Soviet Union and Poland.

Already Soviet authorities have held trials, judged,

and executed some minor German criminals.

The Polish list, since it has borne the full weight
of German Nazi bestiality so long, has the unhappy
necessity of containing the names of German women
as well &s of German men. Some of these German
women criminals are agents of the notorious Frau
Schotz-Klink, head of Hitler’s Women’s Bureau,

which schedules births for every German female,

whether she is married or not. Some others are sim-

ply official procuresses for German Army brothels.

Those are evil enough, but the Polish files disclose

a few whose hands have actually been bloodied as

deeply as any Gestapo executioner’s. The Frau von
Hofmannswaldau, a German who was filtered into

the district of Kozanow to act as an avant-garde

before the war is such a criminal. Taking example
from the vengeful Teutonic goddess Fricka, Frau von
Hofmannswaldau led punitive expeditions, lynching

parties, to ravage the homes of her Polish neighbors.

Not content with denouncing Polish patriots for seiz-

ure and execution without trial, this female fury

plundered and murdered likely victims herself.

Persons like this must not be left at large. Whether
man or woman, they must be brought to justice. Yet,

as a Netherlands representative shrewdly reminds us:

It is not sufficient to wish for justice; it must also

be organized!

That is the task of everyone of us. Unless organi-

zation for justice is demanded, and persistently de-

manded, the criminals will escape this time, just as

they did a quarter-century ago. And in another quar-

ter-century—about 1970—all the cries of agony will

echo once again and all those who have died with

courage and for justice in this war will have died

in vain.

It is up to every one of us to see this shall not

happen.

JOHANNES STEEL

WHAT WORLD LEADERS SAY:
"The Nazis might have learned from the last war the impossibility of breaking men’s spirits by terrorism

. . . Frightfulness can never bring peace to Europe. It only sows seeds of hatred which will one day bring a

fearful retribution.” • Franklin D. Roosevelt

"These cold-blooded executions of innocent people will only recoil upon the savages who order and execute

them . . . Retribution for these crimes must henceforward take its place among the major purposes of the war.”

Winston Churchill

"We know the men who are guilty of these outrages . . . Let these butchers know that they will not escape

the responsibility for their crimes or elude the avenging hand of the tormented nations.” Joseph V. Stalin

"We demonstrate our firm intention to see to it that all the guilty parties and men who are responsible in any

way should not be allowed to evade just punishment as did those of the other war.” Charles de Gaulle
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We Attest

.

Excerpts of "eye-witness” reports cabled

by noted War Correspondents.

CONFIRMATION of the atrocities committed by

the Germans no longer depends upon stories

smuggled out by members of the various European

undergrounds. As more and more territory is liber-

ated, qualified and, in some cases, cynical American
newspaper correspondents are having opportunities

to check up on the facts.

In every case so far, the facts not only substantiate

the tragic stories we have heard for four long years;

in many instances the facts outrun the isolated earlier

reports.

As to the "extermination camps”, W . H. Lawrence

of the New York TIMES reports: "Lublin, Aug. 27,

1944. I have just seen the most terrible place on the

face of the earth ... a veritable River Rouge for

the production of death ... I have been all through
the camp, inspecting its hermetically sealed gas cham-
bers, in which the victims were asphyxiated, and
five furnaces in which the bodies were cremated,

and I have talked with German officers attached to

the camp, who admitted quite frankly that it was a

highly systematized place for annihilation . .
.”

Daniel De Luce, noted Associated Press staff writer

visited the camp of Maidanek and cabled:

"Maidanek is a ghastly fantasy. It was established

for murder on a vast but methodical scale. Until a

group of American and British correspondents

visited it . . . most of the newspapermen could not

even imagine the proportions of its frightfulness . . .

its six concrete vaults for execution by cyanide or

carbon monoxide gas; its open-air crematorium sur-

rounded with skeletons; its mounds of human ashes

mixed with manure for fertilizing cabbages; and its

overflow burial ground in a pine woods carpeted

with decaying bodies . .
.”

In liberated Greece Dr. P. A. Harris, a graduate of

Illinois University and resident of New York City

until 1935, told factually of his three years under
Nazi rule: "At Kerpine near here, when the Ger-
mans first arrived, they picked 80 people at random
and shot them. Fifty others were taken at Rogoi, and
the villages of Sudena Theotokos and Sudena St.

Basil were sacked. All the men were taken away as

prisoners, and there has been no word as to their

fate.”

In France one American Army Colonel, looking at

the charred ruins of Oradour-sur-Glane, with its

pathetic memento of burned baby-carriages Still con-

taining unrecognizable ashes, said solemnly: "I al-

ways thought this talk about atrocities was bunk. I

guess I just didn’t know what kind of beasts some
human beings could become.”
From every nation which has suffered under those

heavy black boots of the German occupation, such

confirmation is pouring in—-not from those who

might be biased by their resentment; but from men
who until they had seen it with their own eyes had

always refused to believe such things could be done

by any large group of men to fellow-human beings.

Drew Middleton, the well-known New York Times

correspondent with the First U. S. Army in Germany
wirelessed recently: "Two years of war have built

up an intense hatred among front-line troops for the

Germans. They have seen too many of their com-

rades die and found too many wounded with their

throats cut to have any vestige of a sporting attitude

toward the enemy. Surprisingly, this is true of a

great many soldiers in the Service of Supply as well.

A big truck driver from Winterville, Miss., told

this correspondent. Tve seen too much of what these

Heinies did in France. If we gotta shoot all these S.S.

and all the soldiers too, and blow up all their fac-

tories, it’s okay with me. We have to teach them a

lesson once and for all.’
”

’ ^ ^ ^ ^

As the Allied Armies draw an ever tightening ring

around the Germans, more and more cities and towns

will be freed and with their freedom, more docu-

ments will be discovered, more evidence piled up
(as if more was needed!) to add to the proof of the

monstrous war crimes of the Nazis.

The limits of this booklet prevent the presentation

of little more than highlights of but a small part of

the authenticated bestial Nazi horrors.

But what has been recounted in the foregoing

pages certainly is ample on which to base a fair

question to you* the reader. Think it over, then

answer this for yourself:

DO THE GERMANS DESERVE A
"SOFT" PEACE?

"RECONVERSION NOW"
Pratt in The Sacramento Her
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1. Photo found on killed German officer •showing German gendarmes shooting Soviet civilians before open graves. (Sovfoto). 2. Victim of Noi' Unmi
tion plan. (Official Polish Gov. I.C.) 3. Greek victims of Bulgarian brutality under Nazi command. (Official Greek I.S.) 4 , Bodies of citizens shot by
Germans in Taganrog. (Sovfoto). 5. A last look at the bodies of their murdered husbands and sons before these women were driven from Rostov b.’

the Nazis. (Sovfoto-Artkino)




